
Summary of Game Auction Results: May 2025

03 June 2025

Department of Agriculture



The Western Cape Department of Agriculture prepared this data/information 

as accurately as possible.  However, as this document contains data from 

various sources, its correctness cannot be guaranteed.  Any person using this 

information will be doing so at own risk and the said organisation or any other 

party will under no circumstances be responsible for any loss suffered by any 

person/organisation using the information contained in this document.
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Some interesting facts up to end of May 2025
• 68 Auctions up to date (7 less than last year)
• 22 game auctions during May (1 more than last year’s May)
• Total of 22 462 animals sold at this stage
• Gross turnover at present R407,050 million
• Positive increase in average auction turnovers
• Colour variants  15,4% of total sales (in terms of numbers)

Observations:
• Colour variants remain popular
• Increase in Mountain Reedbuck sales 
• Healthy weighted price increases;

• Sable bulls
• Nyala bulls
• Eland bulls
• Kudu bulls
• Impala rams
• Waterbuck bulls



Data below focusses on actual animal (game) sales and excludes hunting, livestock and other tourism sales

2023 2024 2025 % Change

Number of Auctions 166 161 68 -57,8%

Gross Turnover R648 314 475 R623 745 600 R407 049 758 -34,7%

Total head of game sold 54 296 50 978 22 462 -55,9%

Average Auction Turnover R3 905 509 R3 874 196 R5 986 026 54,5%

Average Auction Turnover: Quarter 1 R5 432 184 R4 214 207 R8 282 276

Average Auction Turnover: Quarter 2 R3 344 303 R3 659 163 R4 473 861

Average Auction Turnover: Quarter 3 R4 041 855 R4 334 866 -

Average Auction Turnover: Quarter 4 R1 744 941 R1 852 768 -

Average Number of game per auction sold 327 317 320 1,1%

Average head of game sold: Quarter 1 354 288 344

Average head of game sold: Quarter 2 350 374 322

Average head of game sold: Quarter 3 302 278 -

Average head of game sold: Quarter 4 250 255 -

Average percentage of animals sold per auction 92,0% 90,4% 90,7%

Average number of lots on offer 86 86 108

Percentage of lots on offer sold 91,1% 90,7% 90,5%

Colour variants sold as % of total 12,0% 12,7% 15,4%

Average price per head sold: Quarter 1 R15 337 R14 650 R24 097

Average price per head sold: Quarter 2 R9 552 R9 779 R13 915

Average price per head sold: Quarter 3 R13 364 R15 569 -

Average price per head sold: Quarter 4 R6 970 R7 258 -

Analysis of Timed  vs Live  auctions: 2023 2024 2025

Share in Gross Turnover per year:

     - Timed Auctions (%) 19,4% 19,5% 20,7%

     - Live Auctions (%) 80,6% 80,5% 79,3%

Rand/animal:

     - Timed Auctions R27 365 R24 769 R27 583

     - Live Auctions R15 745 R17 186 R25 560

Number of animals/auction:

     - Timed Auctions 195 195 257

     - Live Auctions 361 357 334
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Please note that data should be viewed against numbers transacted as in some cases when numbers sold are small, 
a single high value can skew the percentage deviation of that species

-500%

0%

500%

1000%

1500%

2000%

2500%

3000%

M
o

u
n

tain
 R

ee
d

b
u

ck

B
u

ffa
lo

, K
ru

ge
r

D
u

ike
r

E
lan

d
, Livin

gsto
n

e

B
u

ffa
lo

, E
ast A

frican

W
aterb

o
k

Sp
rin

gb
o

k

C
o

m
m

o
n

 R
ee

d
b

u
ck

Sa
b

le a
n

te
lo

p
e, Zam

b
ia

n
 cro

ss

Sa
b

le a
n

te
lo

p
e, Zam

b
ia

n

Im
p

ala

B
o

n
teb

o
k

Sp
rin

gb
o

k, H
e

artw
ate

r

W
ild

e
b

ee
st, B

lu
e

W
h

ite
 R

h
in

o

B
u

sh
b

u
ck

G
ira

ffe

N
yala

Sp
rin

gb
o

k, Ka
lah

a
ri

W
ild

e
b

ee
st, G

o
ld

e
n

B
u

ffa
lo

, E
ast A

frican
 X

 A
d

d
o

Im
p

ala
, W

h
ite Fla

n
k

K
u

d
u

R
o

a
n

 A
n

te
lo

p
e

E
lan

d
, C

a
p

e

B
le

sb
o

k, W
h

ite

W
ild

e
b

ee
st, B

la
ck

Sp
rin

gb
o

k, W
h

ite

B
le

sb
o

k

R
e

d
 H

a
rtb

ee
st

B
u

ffa
lo

O
strich

Ze
b

ra, B
u

rch
ells

W
ild

e
b

ee
st, K

in
g

Sp
rin

gb
o

k, B
lack

Im
p

ala
, B

la
ck

Im
p

ala
, Sa

d
d

leb
a

ck

Sa
b

le a
n

te
lo

p
e, W

este
rn

 Z
am

b
ian

G
e

m
sb

o
k

Fa
llo

w
 d

e
er

Sp
rin

gb
o

k, D
am

ara

Sa
b

le a
n

te
lo

p
e, M

a
te

tsi

Lech
w

e

Sa
b

le a
n

te
lo

p
e

T
sesseb

e

Percentage price changes of some male animals (2025 vs 2024 data)



Thank you

Riaan.Nowers@westerncape.gov.za


