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WHAT TO DO WHEN SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS/HAIL ARE FORECAST

Strong thunderstorms often produce hail. Hail can be smaller than a pea, or as large as a tennis
ball, and can be destructive. Large hail, or flying glass if it breaks, can injure people and animals. In
a hailstorm, take cover immediately. Livestock is particularly vulnerable to hail, so take animals to
shelter before a storm.

Severe thunderstorm specific planning

e Learn about your area’s severe thunderstorm risk.

e |dentify “safe places” on your farm for your livestock and another where family members can
gather during a thunderstorm. The lowest floor of a building is a good option.

e« Assessand planoptions for your livestock and family well inadvance in the event of an approaching
thunderstorm.

How to protect your property

« |Insure crops/livestock against financial loss due to storm damage.
« Make a list of items to bring inside in the event of a storm.

* Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed.

¢  Remove any debris or loose items in your yard.

e« Consider installing permanent shutters to cover windows.

What to do before a thunderstorm

e Use a local radio station to keep you informed of weather watches and warnings issued for your
area.

* Postpone outdoor activities such as ploughing, irrigating, planting, milking, livestock dipping,
pruning, budding or fertiliser application if thunderstorms are imminent.

e Keep an eye on the sky. Pay attention to weather clues around you that may warn of imminent
danger.

e Stay aware of your surroundings. Look for places you might go should severe weather episodes
occur.

e Listen for the sound of thunder. Go to safe shelter immediately.
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What to do during a severe thunderstorm

e Tune in to local radio or television station for updated information.

¢ Avoid natural lightning rods such as tractors, fishing poles and camping equipment.
e Be prepared to seek shelter if a severe thunderstorm approaches.

If you perceive a severe thunderstorm approaching

e« Secure outdoor objects such as lawn furniture that could blow away or cause damage or injury.
Take light objects inside.

e Shutter windows securely and brace outside doors. This will help protect your house from
damaging winds or flying debris.

¢« Avoid electrical equipment and telephones. Lightning could follow the wire. Television sets are
particularly dangerous at this time.

« Avoid bathtubs, water faucets and sinks. Metal pipes can transmit electricity.

For more information or assistance, contact:

Jody Wentzel (Pr Techni Eng)

Sub-programme manager: Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)
Sustainable Resource Use and Management (SRUM)
Western Cape Department of Agriculture

Private Bag X 1, Elsenburg, 7607
2nd Floor, Main Building, Elsenburg,
Muldersvlei Road

Telephone: 021808 7805
Fax: 021808 5370
E-mail: Jody.Wentzel@westerncape.gov.za

Disaster Management Centre Western Cape
(assist with major disasters and link up various stakeholders in the event of a disaster):

Cape Winelands Disaster Management Centre Garden Route Disaster Management Centre

Head of Centre: Shaun Minnies Head of Centre: Gerhard Otto

Tel: 021888 5847 / 0861265 263 Tel: 044 8031435

Email: Shaun@capewinelands.gov.za Email: Gotto@grdm.gov.za

Email: Disastermanagement@capewinelands. Email: disastermanagement@gardenroute.gov.
gov.za za

Physical Address: Worcester Fire Physical Address: 54 York Street, George, 6529

Station,Breede Valley, 6850
Overberg Disaster Management Centre

Central Karoo Disaster Management Centre Head of Centre: Reinard Geldenhuys

Head of the Centre: Neil Oerson Tel: 028 4251690

Tel: 023 414 4467 Email: rgeldenhuys@odm.org.za

Email: nielo@skdm.co.za Physical Address: 26 Long Street, Bredasdorp,
Email: westcoastdm@wcdm.co.za 7300

Physical Address: N1 North Weighbridge,
Beaufort West.
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West Coast Disaster Management Centre
Head of the Centre: Franquin Pietersen
Tel: 021023 3692

Email: westcoastdm@wcdm.co.za
Physical Address: 17 Station Street,
Moorreesburg.

Alternatively, contact your district Sustainable Resource Use and Management
(SRUM), Agricultural Producer Support and Development (APSD) or State

Veterinary Office:

SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE USE AND
MANAGEMENT (SRUM): LandCare
District Managers

West Coast:

SRUM District Manager: Jan Smit
Tel: 022 433 8906 / 8902

Email: Jan.Smit@westerncape.gov.za
Physical Address: 42 Long Street,
Moorreesburg, 7310

Central Karoo:

SRUM District Manager: Phyllis Pienaar:

Tel: 023 414 2126 / 083 649 9306

Email: Phyllis.Piernaar@westerncape.gov.za
Physical Address: Pieter Jacobs Avenue,
Beaufort West, 6970

Overberg:

SRUM District Manager: Grant Jephtas
Tel: 028 425 4819/ 079 378 0672

Email: Grant.Jephtas@westerncape.gov.za
Physical Address: Golf Street, Bredasdorp,
7300

Cape Winelands:

SRUM District Manager, Cape Winelands:
Rudolph R&scher

Tel: 021-808 7801/ 083 675 1315

Email: Rudolph.Roscher@westerncape.gov.za
Physical Address: Veld Reserve, Worcester,
6849

Garden Route/Eden:

SRUM District Manager: Hannes Muller
Tel: 044 803 3720 / 082 908 1113

Email: Hannes.Muller@westerncape.gov.za

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER SUPPORT
AND DEVELOPMENT (APSD)

West Coast:

Rose Horne (Swartland)

Tel: 022 4338903 / 8901/ 063 695 3860
Marius Du Randt (North West Coast)

Tel: 027 2013502 / 3501/ 082 907 1134

Central Karoo:

Vianca Erasmus

Tel: 023 415 3134 / 0215511034 / 023 5411970
/ 049 844 0365

Overberg:
Hennis Germishuys
Tel: 028 425 4832

Cape Winelands:
Cobus van Schalkwyk
Tel: 021808 7825

Garden Route:
Clyde Lamberts
Tel: 044 803 3747/3757 / 044 203 9428/9452

Cape Metropole:

Ayanda Obose

Tel: 021483 7785/ 021808 7085/ 021808
7067

Physical Address: Airport Road, George, 6529
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VETERINARY SERVICES

State Veterinarian: George
044-803-3771/0
Ms Shirelle Strydom (Admin Clerk)

Dr Leana Janse van Rensburg
0837970010

State Veterinarian: Boland
021-808-5028/5253
Ms Renee Jack (Admin Clerk)

Dr Vivien Malan
0822289076

State Veterinarian: Swellendam
021-808-5059/028-425-4850
Mr Bidwell Gelwana (Admin Clerk)

Dr Christi Kloppers
0836415163

State Veterinarian: Beaufort West
023-414-9220/1
Ms Chriszelda Mtwalo (Admin Clerk)

Mr Anton Barnard (Acting)
082 805 9757

FACT SHEET

State Veterinarian: Vredendal
027-201-3514/0
Ms Deidre Daniels (Admin Clerk)

Dr Chanel Lombard
027 201 3510

State Veterinarian: Malmesbury
022 4821380
Ms Samantha Burger (Admin Clerk)

Dr Michael Swart
083 469 2404

State Veterinarian: Oudtshoorn
044-203-9443/5
Ms Jeoninse Noni (Admin Clerk)

Dr Cathy Fox
082 699 6043

State Veterinarian: Worcester
021-808-5052
Mr Daniel Ryan (Admin Clerk)

Dr Ansulize Pepler
060 962 0118
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