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The Little Karoo mainly represents a winter rainfall 

area in the Succulent Karoo biome. The average 

rainfall increases from 200 - 400 mm per year from 

west to east and the area can be described as 

arid. All veld types are sensitive to incorrect grazing 

practices and it is therefore extremely important that 

good veld management is practised in order to en

sure conservation of the veld by proper utilisation. 

Pasture management can be divided into two com

ponents, namely: 
• pastures (natural grazing land (veld), cultivated

pastures, etc.); and
• management (plant production, seed produc-

tion, seedling establishment).

What are pastures and why are they important? 
Pastures provide food for animals. 

This is determined by: 
• plant cover;
• species composition

(different types of

plants in the veld);

and
• productivity (yield of

plants).

This is influenced by: 
• Soil - can be improved by leaving organic materi

al on the ground, which leads to better water in

filtration resulting in a denser plant cover, more

food and less erosion.
• Climate (rainfall, temperature, etc.)
• MANAGEMENT - this is where humans fit in. If a

farmer does not look after and takes care of his

veld, he will not have food for his animals.

Veld: 
The number of plants or the plant cover, the type 

of plants (species composition) found in the veld, 

the size of the plants and how well they grow (pro

ductivity) determine how much food there will be 

and apart from the environment, the farmer has 

the greatest impact on this. It is therefore important 

to know how the livestock utilises the veld, to have 

knowledge of the plants in the veld, and to know in 

what condition the veld is. 

Veld condition is the condition of the vegetation in 

relation to certain characteristics such as the species 

composition, cover, productivity, palatability and 

nutritional value. Grazing capacity depends on the 

condition of a camp or the farm's veld. 

How does livestock utilise the veld? 
They first eat the plants that are palatable and leave 

the unpalatable ones until last. Palatable plants 

include the following: Karoo bietou (Triperis sinuata), 

Granaatbos (Rhigozum obovatum), Rooisaadgras/ 

Veldt grass (Ehrharta calycina) and Hartbees grass 

(Chaetobromus dregeanus). Although 

these plants are dependent on a certain 

amount of grazing to stimulate growth, 

excessive utilisation thereof can nega

tively influence their growth 

and therefore careful note 

must be taken of the utilisation 

of all plants in the veld, 

particularly the palatable 

plants. In order to build up 

reserves for dry periods, no more than 40% of a plant 

should be used in one season. 

If there are too many animals or if they are in a 

camp for too long, they will eat up all the palatable 

species while only the unpalatable ones remain and 

multiply and therefore the farmer can keep fewer 

animals over a period of time in the same camp. It 

also leads to trampling of the vegetation and as a 

result a hard and impermeable soil layer may form 

which can hinder the germination of seeds. 

It is therefore important for the farmer to know his 

veld, which species are desirable, which types he 

would like a lot of and which are the unpalatable 

and poisonous species of which he wants little or 

none in the veld. He must also know which are inva

sive species, such as Prosopis spp. (mesquite tree), 

cactuses, slangbos/bankrupt bush, etc. and certified 

weeds such as burweed, cocklebur, etc. 
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