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LANDBOU RADIO
RSG Landbou word elke Vrydag om 5:00 vm. 

en Saterdae om 11:45 vm. uitgesaai.

 “Sien” jou binnekort 

 op die radio! 

Tydens ons programme maak ons kennis met innoveerders, boere-planmakers, asook 

diegene aan die voorpunt van landbou-tegnologie en navorsing. Maak gerus kontak en laat 

jou stem gehoor word. Ek nooi jou graag uit om stories van hoop en inspirasie met my te deel. 

Stuur gerus wenke en idees na Eloise Pretorius |   eloise.pretorius@westerncape.gov.za 

 Vir meer inligting  
Meer inligting oor die 
programreeks is beskikbaar 
op www.rsg.co.za en 
die uitsendings kan ook 
afgelaai word. 

 Potgooie  
Vir aflaai van potgooie, 
skandeer die kode of 
besoek www.rsg.co.za/
rsg/page_id344/

 Nou ook beskikbaar 
 op die RSG toep! 
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Setting 
   the SCENE

Dr Hlamalani Ngwenya

Setting 

When you look at the definition of the word 

PROBE, be it from the communication, 

medical, technological or legal point of 

view; the meaning gravitates towards an 

act of thorough exploring, examining, 

investigating, uncovering or an act of 

digging deeper to gain what I would say a 

higher-level understanding of something 

beyond the surface. This is so true for our 

AgriProbe magazine. This is a publication 

that gives us an opportunity to probe and 

gain a high level of understanding of what 

is happening in our agrispace and the lives 

of the people who drive the sector.

We live in very complex times with high 

levels of uncertainty. We do not know when 

the next power cut with be. But we have 

the power to still give hope to the people 

we serve. 

As we navigate through our daily hectic 

schedules, we get consumed with the 

need to respond to emails, to write or read 

technical reports, and chasing deadlines 

and so on. In the midst of all the LOAD 

we carry in our different spaces, we tend 

to forget about our human side. We fail to 

see and appreciate the real people who 

contribute to that dynamism. 

EDITORIAL

»
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EDITORIAL

As you read through the 

different articles you see how 

each one represents a piece of the 

complex Western Cape agricultural 

puzzle. 

For me reading AgriProbe gives me a 

perfect opportunity to unwind and detox 

and shed the load. A copy of AgriProbe for 

me is like that “loadshedding” instrument 

that sets me into a relaxed mode, while 

appreciating the lives of people whose 

opinions I value and whose stories I feel 

inspired by.

I worked in the agrispace for over 30 

years now and I have come to appreciate 

the complexity and the dynamic nature of 

the sector. The Western Cape Department 

of Agriculture is an embodiment of that 

dynamism.

This December issue brings a combi-

nation of articles and stories that evoke 

emotions at multiple levels. There are 

stories that will trigger your curiosity. Some 

will inspire you and stimulate your critical 

thinking. Some articles will persuade you 

 Free hard copy subscription!  
For free subscription to this quarterly magazine, please submit your details to Magrieta de Lange.

Tel: 021 808 7613 | Email: 

mailto:doa.info%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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What an opportunity to finish 

the calendar year on a high 

note. As we enter into the festive 

season, I hope that you will use the 

time to reflect on the year that was, 

rejuvenate and gain renewed energy 

that is needed to push forward in the 

new year.

It is our collective efforts that make us 

achieve greater impact. 

It is indeed #ForTheLoveOfAgriculture

Hlamalani Ngwenya 

to change your perspective. For example, 

I was very touched by the story of how the 

narrative of the incarcerated offenders is 

changed through skills development. 

EDITORIAL

“It is our collective 
efforts that make 
us achieve greater 
impact.”I also commend those who take the time 

to contribute content to make sure that the 

AgriProbe remains alive. Most importantly 

the team that put together content into a 

beautiful and high-level, quality magazine 

that we are all proud of. 

 Learn more!  
New on Zinio! Scan the QR code or visit: https://bit.ly/3N3oFRl
to access our digital library and subscribe for free.

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or visit: 
https://bit.ly/3eU96it to 

access our resource library.
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MINISTERIAL

E

NAMPO CAPE 2022 
DELIVERED
Confidence in the youth confirmed
From the desk of the Western Cape Minister of Agriculture, Dr Ivan Meyer (left). 

Compiled by Daniel Johnson.

Earlier this year, I shared my experience of 

Nampo Bothaville. I hoped that the Western 

Cape version of Grain SA’s Exhibition, 

namely, Nampo Cape, would be just as 

exciting and validate our partnership and 

collaboration approach. And Nampo Cape 

delivered!

 Learn more! 
Scan the QR code or visit https://youtu.be/RzAFMc2rPA0 to 
watch the interview with Grain SA CEO, Dr Pieter Taljaard.

2022 Nampo Cape aerial photo. Grain SA’s Nampo Cape is an 
 agricultural exhibition under private 
 ownership, and it takes place in the 

 town of Bredasdorp located in the Overberg 
 region, Western Cape. 
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Of course, I was based at our 

Department’s exhibition stand. 

It was the perfect opportunity for 

us to showcase the Department’s 

product offerings. At our stand, I also 

hosted some of our stakeholders. 

Doing so gave them insight into 

the Western Cape Department of 

Agriculture’s incredible work.

MINISTERIAL

The popular “Nation In Conversation” 
platform focused on infrastructure, rural 
revival, the economy, winter grains, rural 
safety, youth and technology. »

A record number of guests 

(32 640) and over 500 exhibitors 

made the third hosting of Nampo 

Cape the biggest yet.

Visitors to Nampo Cape could expe-

rience what agriculture has to offer. 

Producers were able to view and compare 

new technology. New ideas for adaptations 

and new designs were displayed, providing 

many networking opportunities. 

The organisers must be congratulated 

on the many new additions to Nampo 

Cape. These included the Elim wildflower 

exhibition and the Merino Classic. 

 For more information 
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.grainsa.co.za/news-
headlines/press-releases/
nampo-cape-flowers-in-
the-overberg

From left: Rose Horne, Rosemary Rabie, 
Premier Alan Winde and Che-Slovo Jood 
(representing Fruitlook).

 The WCDoA attended 
 Grain SA's Nampo Cape. 

From left: Arie van Ravenswaay, Dr Ivan Meyer 
(Minister of Agriculture), Rens Smit and Ulrich Fritz. 
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MINISTERIAL

I was privileged to participate in two 

debates.

The first was the debate on 

“Rural revival: new energy”. 

The regeneration of rural communities 

is an essential requisite for the 

equitable growth of agriculture in 

South Africa. I repeated my mantra: 

“The best thing any government can 

do for the agricultural sector is to 

provide a well-run, financially sound, 

capable municipality.”

Canola fields near Bredasdorp.

 The Overberg region has always 
 been considered as the breadbasket 
 of the Cape and is largely given to 

 grain farming, mainly wheat. 

Children enjoying what agriculture has to offer.
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MINISTERIAL

With this same sense of excitement and 

positivity, I extend my heartfelt well wishes 

to you and your loved ones on the eve of 

another festive season.

The second debate focussed 

on “Youth: technology and 
strategies for the future”. The 

premise is that the future success 

of any sector in the digital age is 

primarily determined by its adoption 

of technology and its strategy for 

adapting to ever-changing variables. 

The same is true of the agriculture 

sector. Two young farmers, Aviwe 

Gxotiwe from Somerset East and 

Gerswin Louw from Riviersonderend, 

demonstrated that they represent a 

new breed of decision-makers. It was 

evident that they are change-makers, 

fresh-thinkers and action-takers. 

Their experiences and contributions 

towards the debate inspired me. 

They confirmed my confidence in the 

youth and the future of South Africa. 

For more information, contact Daniel Johnson:   

“The future success 
of any sector in the 
digital age is primarily 
determined by its adoption 
of technology.”

Thank you for your hard work 

and commitment to the agri-

cultural sector. Rest, restore, reflect, 

revitalise. Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. APFrom left: Melanie Cain, Victor Matfield, 
Liesl Hendricks and Leon Hartman.

Dr Mogale Sebopetsa (Head of Department) with 
Malissa Murphy (representing Fruitlook).

mailto:daniel.johnson%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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DIARY & EVENTS

Cabinet meets 
Agriculture 2022 
event in the Overberg District
 by Mary James

IIn September 2022, the Western Cape 

Provincial Cabinet engaged agricultural 

sector stakeholders in Bredasdorp in 

the Overberg District, the heart of wheat 

country. 

The event is an annual engage-

ment where cabinet members 

engage directly with the agricultural 

role-players in an effort to report 

back on commitments made towards 

addressing the socio-economic chal-

lenges confronting the sector, identify 

emerging issues, craft new strategies 

and concomitant actions in an effort 

to strengthen relationships and 

improve economic prosperity within 

the sector and the province at large. 

Photo © Wicul Leeuner
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The last Cabinet meets Agriculture event 

took place in 2019 and both Cabinet and the 

agricultural sector were eager to interface 

after the unexpected two-year gap due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite various challenges confronting 

the sector in the past couple of years (such 

as COVID-19, the ongoing Russian-Ukraine 

conflict, animal disease outbreaks, as well 

as climate change and the various threats 

it brings, i.e., drought, fires and floods), the 

Western Cape agricultural sector accounts 

for approximately 55% of all South African 

exports of agricultural products. The share 

of the national exports is slightly higher than 

what it was in 2008 (48%). This positive 

growth trend in exports demonstrate that 

the Cabinet and its stakeholders are doing 

“the right things”.

The concept of agriculture is to grow, be 

it plants or animals, and in a country that 

has high unemployment rates, agriculture 

hasn’t ceased to amaze, showing significant 

growth on the employment front. 

Premier Alan Winde applauded the 

farmers and agricultural workers for 

their continued hard work in driving the 

Province’s economic recovery. “Farmers 

and agriworkers feed the nation and so it 

goes without saying that they are crucial 

stakeholders for the government,” said 

Premier Winde.

The total number of persons 

employed in the Western Cape 

primary agricultural sector were 

199 293 in 2018, down from 225 602 
in 2008 (-12%). Despite the challenges 

that brought a negative employment 

growth rate, the Western Cape was 

again the largest provincial employer 

in 2018 (199 293 employees or 21% 
of the national primary agricultural 

employment). The latest figures for 

2021 show the Province leading with 

174 859 agri-workers, which is a 20% 

share of the agriculture employment in 

South Africa (Quantec, 2022). 

Overberg District Municipality Executive 
Mayor, Alderman Sakkie Franken, 
addressing stakeholders.

Premier of the Western Cape, Alan Winde, 
addressing the stakeholders alongside cabinet 
members of the Western Cape Government.

Agricultural stakeholders met with the Western 
Cape Cabinet at Bredasdorp in the Overberg 
District this year.

DIARY & EVENTS

»
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DIARY & EVENTS

Key role-players in the sector, such as 

Agri Western Cape, the Citrus Growers 

Association, SA Poultry Association, Hortgro 

and representatives from the Prestige Agri 

Worker Forum, were provided an opportu-

nity to table some of their key challenges 

and priorities to Cabinet. Industries 

exporting commodities through the harbour 

appreciated the ongoing negotiations with 

the National Ports Authority to ensure that 

facilities operate efficiently. 

Dr Ivan Meyer, Western Cape Minister 

of Agriculture, expressed gratitude to 

farmers, agri-workers, and producers in the 

agriculture value chain for their immense 

contributions towards socio-economic 

development in the Province. The Minister 

added: “The Western Cape is the dominant 

player in the horticultural sector. The 

observed real gross income growth 

Thamsanqa Mxokozeli got 

an opportunity to share his 

experience as an emerging young 

farmer in the Province. Thamsanqa 

is a beneficiary of the Western Cape 

Department of Agriculture and farms 

in the Bredasdorp area where he 

currently employs 14 people. His story 

demonstrates that with Government 

support, it is possible to transition 

from smallholder to a commercial 

farmer. He thanked the Western Cape 

Government for helping him grow his 

business. 

highlighted deciduous fruit, subtropical 

fruit and vegetables as the top three 

performing products.”

From left: Velile Dube (Head of Department for Economic Development and Tourism), Dr Mogale Sebopetsa 
(Head of Department for Agriculture), Alderman Sakkie Franken (Overberg District Municipality Executive 
Mayor), Adv Yashina Pillay (Head of Department for Community Safety), Reagen Allen (Minister for Police 
Oversight and Community Safety), Guy Redman (Head of Department for Cultural Affairs and Sport), Dr Keith 
Cloete (Head of Department for Health), and Dr Robert McDonald (Head of Department for Social Development).
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The agricultural sector in the Western 

Cape is rather unique as it’s driven by 

great public and private partnerships, with 

common goals backed with accountable 

(and sustainable) plans and the vision 

of ensuring food security and economic 

prosperity for all. This has remained the 

stable foundation that has ensured resilience 

and consistency in the performance of the 

Western Cape agricultural sector through 

the years. As Minister Meyer would say, “we 

do it #ForTheLoveOfAgriculture” AP

In his closing remarks Premier 

Winde stressed that agriculture 

is the catalyst that creates other 

businesses and jobs for many 

residents, particularly in rural areas 

where they are needed most, and in 

turn creates hope.

For more information, contact Mary James:    

DIARY & EVENTS

Photo © Wicul Leeuner

Photo © Wicul Leeuner

mailto:mary.james%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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DIARY & EVENTS

Outeniqua 
Information Day 2022 
Milk from pasture
 by Prof. Robin Meeske, Sigrun Ammann and Janke van der Colf

TThe Outeniqua Information Day was held 

in September 2022 at the Outeniqua 

Research Farm. The previous two years the 

Information Day was presented virtually 

due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

The 2022 Information Day was 

well attended by 215 delegates. 

The audience consisted of farmers, 

industry representatives and students. 

Founded in 1953, the Outeniqua Research 
Farm was established for agricultural research, 
providing science-based solutions in response 
to challenges faced by farmers in the area from 
the Tsitsikamma to Caledon.
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This information helps farmers 

to make informed decisions 

on what species and what variety to 

plant to improve their fodder flow on 

the dairy farm. 

Researchers of the Outeniqua Research

Farm presented their research findings 

of the past two years. Data on alternative 

pasture systems incorporating combi-

nations of forage herbs, tall fescue, red 

clover and lucerne was presented. The 

inclusion of these systems was shown to 

hold the potential to improve the yield of 

pastures and animals, particularly during 

the challenging summer months in the 

region. Results of extensive cultivar trials 

on perennial ryegrass, Italian ryegrass and 

tall fescue were shown in the presentations 

and more detail provided in the booklet. 

Results were also given for forage quality 

comparisons in late summer of forage 

herbs, ryegrass, tall fescue, cocksfoot and 

combinations of these to explore options 

for improved yield and quality for summer 

pasture production. Supplementing 

Aspergillus oryzae to dairy cows grazing 

ryegrass pasture in spring resulted in an 

increased 4% fat corrected milk production, 

higher milk fat and milk protein content. 

Milk fever can be a major metabolic 

problem in Jersey cows around calving. 

Milk fever was controlled by supplementing 

a pre-partum concentrate containing a 

calcium-binder while cows were kept on 

high quality irrigated pasture before calving. 

DIARY & EVENTS

 For more information 
The presentations as well 
as the proceedings of the 
Outeniqua Information 
Day are available at: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIWJ6gHms1c

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or visit www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/Information-Day-2022-Publication.pdf to 
access the Information Day 2022 publication.

»
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DIARY & EVENTS

Nestlé farmers day

The annual Nestlé farmers’ day was held 

in October 2022 in the Mosselbay Town 

Hall. The day focussed on sustainable milk 

production from pasture. High quality dairy 

products require high quality milk with a 

low somatic cell count and a low bacterial 

count. 

Nestlé awarded certificates to the three 

farms that delivered the best quality milk 

during the past year. 

Milking 360 cows twice a day for 365 
days a year is not a job for the faint hearted. 

We congratulate the Outeniqua dairy 

team for a job well done. AP

 AWARDS 

The Outeniqua Research Farm was 

ranked 2nd out of a total of 75 dairy 

farms in the Western Region. This 

prestigious award is the result of hard 

work by the dedicated team working 

at the Outeniqua dairy over a long 

period of time. 

 Learn more! 
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.elsenburg.com/
outeniqua-research-farm/ 

Jersey cows grazing ryegrass pasture.

For more information, contact Prof. Robin Meeske:  , 

Sigrun Ammann:   and 

Janke van der Colf:  

mailto:robin.meeske%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
mailto:sigrun.ammann%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
mailto:janke.vandercolf%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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NEWS SNIPPETS

A veterinary student’s 
experience at the Provincial 
Veterinary Laboratory
 by Stephen Momberg

I am a veterinary student who has just 

finished my five-year-long theoretical 

studies at the University of Veterinary 

Medicine Budapest, Hungary.

I started at the Serology Department. 

The technologists explained the tests they 

do and how they receive their samples. 

It was fascinating to watch how quickly 

and meticulously they got through all the 

samples they receive daily. 

The rest of the first week I spent time at 

the various other departments, including 

Biochemistry, Histology, Parasitology, 

Bacteriology and Virology. All the staff 

members and technicians were very 

friendly and helpful.

The second week involved post-mortem 

examinations and histology. The veterinary 

technologist in Histology showed me how 

to make my own slides using H&E staining. 

Normally we did the post-mortem cases in 

the afternoon, where I learned the “South-

African way”. 

I
To complete the Veterinary 

degree, we must do a six-month 

rotation dealing with various topics 

of veterinary medicine. I spent two 

weeks of this rotation at the Western 

Cape Provincial Veterinary Laboratory 

(WCPVL) in Stellenbosch. 

For more information, contact Dr Tasneem Anthony:    

They showed me how to take samples 

(lots of them) and prepare them for 

histology, bacteriology, PCR testing, 

toxicology, etc. We had a few cases where 

the diagnosis was easy and others that were 

conundrums, which I enjoyed the most. 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I want to thank every person in the 

lab that assisted me in becoming a 

better veterinarian and the WCPVL for 

allowing me to do my rotation here. 

Lastly a special thanks to Drs Stroebel,

Lau and Anthony. They are very 

passionate and always eager to help 

and answer questions. AP

Stephen Momberg and Dr Andrea Lau in their 
safety gear, getting ready for a post-mortem 
examination of a baboon.

mailto:tasneem.anthony%40westerncape.gov.za%20?subject=
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NEWS SNIPPETS

GLTEN 
 – not just another acronym 
 by Dr Johann Strauss

The Global Long-Term Agricultural Ex-
periment Network (GLTEN), launched in 

2018, is a network of long-term agricultural 

experiments spanning five continents 

and representing numerous climates, 

environments, crop systems and farming 

practices. 

The Western Cape Department of 

Agriculture was part of the inaugural 

meeting from which the GLTEN was 

launched. Currently three of the long-

term conservation agriculture trials run by 

the Directorate Plant Sciences, situated 

at Langgewens and Tygerhoek Research 

Farms, form part of this network. 

The oldest of the three trials has been 

running since 1996, while the other two 

started in 2007. 

The GLTEN is supported by 

over 50 long-term experiments 

(LTEs) across the world. The scientific 

findings from these LTEs enable the 

identification of factors influencing 

the sustainable intensification of 

agriculture worldwide and can 

contribute to several of the UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goals.

“The GLTEN is 
supported by over 50 long-
term experiments (LTEs) 
across the world.”

Langgewens Research Farm.
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NEWS SNIPPETS

The lead author of the article, Dr Chloe 

MacLaren, Rothamsted Research, recently 

spoke at the 10th Conservation Agriculture 

Western Cape Jack Human week. During 

the talk she congratulated the Western 

Cape Department of Agriculture for the 

vision to have long-term trials and she 

underlined the fact that the local long-

term trails were unique in the world due 

to the size of the plots and the volume of 

information gathered annually. Not even 

the oldest long-term trial in the world 

(179 years), located at Rothamsted in 

England, gathers as much information and 

as consistently as we do in the local trials. AP

Just recently the first major 

publication coming out of the 

GLTEN collaboration, published in 

Nature: Sustainability, compared 30 

long-term trials from across Europe 

and Africa and showed that crop 

yields can be maintained and even 

increased through lower nitrogen 

application and the absence of tillage, 

but that it is important that a systems 

approach is followed.

 Learn more! 
Scan the QR code or visit 
nature.com/articles/s41893-
022-00911-x to access 
Nature: Sustainability.

For more information, contact Dr Johann Strauss:   

 Established in 1926, Langgewens 
 Research Farm was established with 
 infrastructure and staff to support to 

 researchers. Research institutions currently 
 involved in projects on the farm include the 
 Western Cape Department of Agriculture, 
 Stellenbosch University, ARC Small Grain 
 Institute, Swartland Cereals Development 
 Group and other private institutions. 

mailto:johann.strauss%40westerncape.gov.za%20?subject=
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NEWS SNIPPETS

COMPLIANCE 
TO FOOD SAFETY 
& QUALITY
 AES and AET support farmers 
to meet standards 
 by Bukelwa Grwambi

AAccess to safe food is a human right 

recognised under national and inter-

national law that protects consumers 

against food production practices that are 

hazardous to human health. As a result, 

formal food markets make it mandatory 

for food suppliers (including farmers and 

processors) to comply with food safety 

requirements in order to gain access. 

Group photo taken after the guided tour to 
the chemical store.

Compliance to food safety 

and quality standards varies 

according to the risk of product con-

tamination (primary versus processed 

products), potential hazards and 

specific market requirements.

The Marketing and Agribusiness Division 

of Agricultural Economic Services (AES) 

supports farmers to comply with food safety 

standards through participation in the 

South African Good Agricultural Practices 

(SAGAP) Certification Programme. 
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The SAGAP Certification Pro-

gramme is a set of practices 

that addresses basic food safety 

requirements, including traceability 

of fresh produce from the point of 

production to the retailer until it 

reaches the final consumer. 

It also involves record-keeping of all 

activities undertaken during the production 

of fresh produce, hygiene and responsible 

use of agrochemicals (pesticides, fungi-

cides and fertilisers). The latter requires 

farmers to undergo training on the safe use 

of chemicals as part of compliance with 

food safety and quality standards.  

Henry Cook, a lecturer attached to 

Programme: Agricultural Education and 

Training (AET), was requested to present a 

course on safe use of chemicals for farmers 

participating in the SAGAP Certification 

Programme over two days. The short course 

covered topics such as the classification 

of chemicals, transportation of chemicals, 

disposal of empty containers, poisoning 

and first aid relevant to chemicals. 

Eleven farmers attended and completed 

training on the safe use of chemicals. The 

session was interactive and involved class-

room training, practical demonstrations, 

group discussions and a guided tour to the 

chemical store.

Participants received certificates of 

attendance at the end of the course.

This intervention highlights the impor-
tance of collaboration between programmes 
within the Department. AP

For more information, contact Bukelwa Grwambi:    

Henry Cook showing participants safety boots and 
a respiratory mask as part of protective clothing 
used prior to and during application of chemicals.

Lecturer Henry Cook presented Makhosonke 
Mazomba (above) and Marinette Verwye (below) 
with their certificate of attendance of training on 
safe use of chemicals.

mailto:bukelwa.grwambi%40westerncape.gov.za%20%20?subject=
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 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or 
visit https://youtu.be/C_
CQBEZMyvM to watch the 
video: “Why grow your own 
food garden?”. Published by 

the Western Cape Department of Agriculture. 

 For more information  
www.elsenburg.com/
agricultural-producer-
support-and-development/

Broadening horizons in 

THE KAROO
      by Deona Strydom

DDuring July 2022, the Western Cape 

Department of Agriculture (WCDoA) 

hosted an agriculture career day at the 

Baartmansfontein Primary School, 50km 

from Laingsburg. 

HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

The main focus of the day was 

to broaden the horizons of 

the learners, mostly living on farms, 

in terms of jobs and skills in the 

agriculture sector of which they form 

an integral part. 

APSD gardening.

 The Agricultural Producer 
 Support and Development (APSD) 
 Programme encompasses the broad 

 development agenda of the Western Cape 
 Department of Agriculture. 
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A secondary focus was to moti-

vate the learners to become 

involved in their communities and be 

good citizens in terms of food security, 

pet ownership, safety and education. 

After two interdepartmental career 

exhibitions in the Central Karoo over the 

past two years, the WCDoA district staff 

came together and discussed how they 

could build upon the impact and further 

create awareness of the importance of 

and opportunities in agriculture. The 

need was identified to focus on primary 

school children as the highest dropout 

rate seems to be at secondary school 

level. This perception is also supported by 

the findings of the Agriworker Household 

Census Second Cycle. In terms of the 

Central Karoo less than 5% of agriworkers 

obtained a matric qualification and no 

tertiary qualifications were reported. 

 THE PROGRAMME INCLUDED 
 THE FOLLOWING: 

• Caring for your pet (Veterinary 

services)

• Skills development at the munici-

pality (DoLG)

• Keeping our communities safe 

(SAPS)

• How to start your own garden 

(APSD)

• Technology in agriculture (SRUM 

– Junior Landcare)

• Healthy communities (RD)

In order to have a greater impact and 

address the learners on their level, the team 

decided to focus on elements that could 

be practically demonstrated and required 

their involvement

Landcare in action.

»
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The next step was to identify schools in 

the district that would benefit from this 

specific programme. The team decided 

on three farm schools in the area and the 

Community Development Officer was sent 

out to do the necessary marketing and 

needs assessment. 

The first school identified was Baartmans-

fontein Primary, with 35 learners from grade 

R-6. Most of the learners live in the hostel 

during the week and this led to unique 

needs being identified, like shoes, clothing, 

toiletries, etc. 

On a crisp, clear morning in the middle 

of the Karoo winter, the Department’s 

“Green Team” arrived at the school with 

all their skills and loads of goodies. The 

excitement of the learners could already 

be felt at the gate. 

After reporting the findings, the 

staff of the Rural Development 

Programme came on board and 

decided to “adopt” the school in 

terms of their annual Mandela Day 

celebrations. Staff contributed 

privately and family and friends 

jumped at the opportunity to support 

a worthy cause. Within a few days all 

the items on the list were received or 

committed to. 

Baartmansfontein Primary School learners.

Gertrude Jacobs, Acting Director: Farm Worker 
Development, handed over the donations. 
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First work, then play! 

The programme was implemented, of 

course with the assistance of the young 

agriculturists. Then the big moment, the 

unveiling of the donations. Smiles, laughter 

and joy were seen on each face. And like all 

good parties the day ended with cake. 

For more information, contact Deona Strydom:    

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Department would like to thank 

the school, every stakeholder and 

above all the private donators, who 

contributed without even seeing one 

learner’s face or name. We intend 

to build on the success of the event 

and to report on more happy faces 

in future editions of the Agriprobe. AP

As Rural Development Programme, we 

intend to stay involved with the school 

in future, create further momentum and 

to support the development of the next 

generation of agriculturists. 

“Not only were there 
provided in their basic needs, 
but a whole new world was 
opened to them.”Based on the feedback received from 

the staff at the school and the multiple 

handwritten cards from learners, the day 

was a roaring success. Not only were there 

provided in their basic needs, but a whole 

new world was opened to them.

mailto:deona.strydom%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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Second 
chance through 

SKILLS 
DEVELOPMENT 
  by Robyn Carstens

EElsenburg Agricultural Training Institute 

(EATI) facilitates the National Certificate: 
Plant Production and the National 
Certificate: Animal Production both 

on level 4 of the National Qualification 

Framework (NQF4). 

In April 2022 thirteen Medium A and B 

offenders at DCS Voorberg received a 

National Qualification in Plant and Animal 

Production NQF4 and fourteen received 

a skills competency certificate. A further 

twenty received attendance certificates for 

various courses completed.

It was a proud moment for the incarce-

rated graduates when the Western Cape 

Minister of Agriculture, Dr Ivan Meyer, 

announced: “You are graduating from the 

Institution that has survived the test of time 

since 1898. You are allowed to walk and 

talk differently now.” Offenders receiving a 

certificate that gives them the skills to walk 

away with a second chance is a step in the 

right direction. 

Dr Mogale Sebopetsa, WCDoA Head of 

Department, and Delekile Klaas, Regional 

Commissioner for the Western Cape DCS, 

signed a renewed official operational 

agreement between the two departments 

in October 2021 to set further agricultural 

training interventions into motion.

In line with an agreement 

signed between the Western 

Cape Department of Agriculture 

(WCDoA) and the Department of 

Correctional Services (DCS), these 

training programmes were offered 

to incarcerated offenders since 2019. 

The graduates eagerly waiting 
to receive their certificates.
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Speaking at the operational agreement 

signing ceremony, Delekile expressed that 

this collaboration is a contribution to the 

fight against crime. “To fight crime, we must 

defeat poverty by building sustainable 

communities. We are trying to make sure 

that DCS becomes self-sufficient. At 

Voorberg for example, we produce our 

own milk. It remains our obligation to give 

offenders skills in order to give them a 

better chance.”

As part of the renewed agreement, the 

WCDoA, through its Programme: Agri-

cultural Education and Training (AET), 

will ensure arrangements with the DCS 

to provide placement of graduate interns 

and learnership students on the DCS 

farms across the Western Cape to secure 

Workplace Integrated Learning as part of 

their studies.

Dr Sebopetsa thanked everyone that 

played a solid role to get the collaboration 

to where it is today. “We are not signing 

For more information, contact Robyn Carstens:    

to say what we are going to do but what 

we are already doing. As partners we must 

work seamlessly and engage every six 

months to keep each other accountable 

and attend to any glitches.”

At any given time, there are 

25 000 offenders in correctional 

service facilities across the Western 

Cape – 80% of which are young men 

and women.

The WCDoA and the DCS have 

therefore deemed it of utmost 

importance to unlock the full poten-

tial of offenders through agriculture by 

formalising this strategic partnership 

to focus on skills development of incar-

cerated offenders in order to ensure a 

smoother reintegration into society. AP

Mr Delekile Klaas (left) and Dr Mogale Sebopetsa.

mailto:robyn.carstens%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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2022 
Learnership Programme
Strides for success
 by Maritjie Cornelissen (left) and Nisha Zana

TThe 2022 Learnership students registered 

for the National Certificate: Animal 
Production (NQF Level 4) or the National 
Certificate: Plant Production (NQF Level 4), 

are nearing the end of their learning journey 

with the sub-programme: Agricultural 
Skills Development (ASD) at the Elsenburg 

Agricultural Training Institute (EATI). 

They have acquired impressive academic 

achievements and in addition to their 

formal curriculum, they attended short 

courses, such as Tractor Maintenance, 

Erection of Fences and Computer Literacy. 

These short courses were facilitated by 

George Juries and Eshey Bam respectively, 

who are external training facilitators on the 

approved database of the EATI. 

The Tractor Maintenance course 

consists of theoretical and practical 

components and was facilitated over a 

period of one week. It included safety 

procedures and pre-inspection. During this 

stage of the training, the students learned 

about the different ratios to be used for the 

operation of a tractor, the different gear 

levers available and settings of the tractor. 

The students afterwards were provided the 

opportunity to drive the tractor under the 

strict supervision of the facilitator.

Upon completion of the Tractor 

Maintenance course, the students 

started with the Erection of Fences course. 

This course was also presented over a week 

with the students divided into two groups. 

The first group did the practical course on 

a site made available at Kromme Rhee and 

the second group at the vegetable section 

at Elsenburg. 

2

1

The Tractor Maintenance course included 
safety procedures and pre-inspection. 

Students preparing the holes to plant poles 
for the erection of fencing.
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Additionally, the learners have com-

pleted a short course on Computer 
Literacy, presented by John-Ray Adams, 

one of the permanent lecturers at EATI. 

During the Erection of Fences 

course, the students do a site 

inspection and a site layout. For the 

next step, students will lay out the 

corner box posts and lay the concrete, 

which needs to set for two days. This 

is done to create the line setting that 

subsequently leads to setting up the 

boxes in between, where concrete 

will also need to be laid. Once these 

steps are completed, the students will 

start with the process of wiring. 

3

The students got the opportunity to drive the tractor under the supervision of the facilitator.
Photo © Quintus Strauss

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or follow the link to access a brochure of all 
available short courses: bit.ly/3gfs7fi or www.elsenburg.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/Short-Course-Brochure.pdf

 

 Study Tariffs:  

  

ASD Short Courses including lunch:   R160.00  

ASD Short Courses incl. accommodation and meals: R273.00  

ASD Short Courses away from station, community halls: R118.00  

  

General Information:  

A minimum of 10 people is required to arrange a short course  

The target audiences for skill courses are smallholder farmers,  

LARD beneficiaries are, rural communities, commercial  

Farmers, farm workers as well as youth, the aged, woman and disabled   

This target audience includes anyone regardless of the level of previous training    
 Courses are offered in English and Afrikaans, and study material is available  in English and 

Afrikaans  
 Training is also offered in Xhosa on request   

Follow - up training sessions may be arranged on request and at the specific  
 tariff      
  

 Course duration varies from 1 to 10 days  

 Course attendants must have their ID documents available at registration   

  
Short Skills Courses enquiries can be directed to:  
  
ASD Admin  
Reception: 021 808 7700  
Pamela Sipele: 021 808 77166  
E-mail: pamelas@elsenburg.com  
Private Bag X1  
Elsenburg  
7607  
  
GPS Co-ordinates Elsenburg : 33.845259 S 18.834722  E  

Departmental Website:  www.elsenburg.com  

Provincial Website:         www.westerncape.gov.za  

 
   

SHORT SKILLS COURSES  
  

Agricultural Skills Development  
Elsenburg Agricultural Training Institute  

 

Poles planted in concrete-filled holes 
for the erection of fencing.

Students busy with the Computer Literacy course.

»

https://www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Short-Course-Brochure.pdf
https://www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Short-Course-Brochure.pdf
https://www.elsenburg.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Short-Course-Brochure.pdf
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Abafundi ababhalisele izifundo kumgangatho 

we “National Cerificate” kwi “Animal 

Production” (NQF Level 4) okanye i “National 

Certificate” kwi “Plant Production (NQF 

Level 4) kwiZiko Loqeqesho ngeZolimo e 

Elsenburg (EATI), bazigqibe ngempumelelo 

izifundo zabo kwinkqubo yomnyaka ka 2022.

Ngaphezu komsebenzi wenkqubo ye 

“National Certificate”, benze nezinye 

izifundo zexesha elifutshane nezinje 

ngokuLungisa i Trektara, ukuBiya ngocingo 

kunye nezifundo zeKhompyutha. Bonke 

bazigqibe ngempumelelo ezi zifundo 

kungoko sibanqwenelela okuhle kwimizamo 

yabo kwixesha lekamva labo nanjengokuba 

beqalisa ngohambo olude kwizifundo 

abasezakuzenza  ebomini babo. 

Ezi zifundo zexesha elifutshane 

nezikhankanywe kweli nqaku, zezim’balwa 

kuninzi lwezifundo ezihlohlwa leli ziko  i (EATI) 

kula macandelo alandelayo ezifundo zolwazi: 

“Chemicals and Safe Handling, Agricultural 

Engineering, Vegetable Production, Viticulture, 

Horticulture, Dairy Production and Agricultural 

Management, Marketing and Economics”.  

Nceda ulandele eli khonkco lonxibelelwano 

ukuze ufumane umthombo walo lonke ulwazi 

olubhaliweyo ngazo zonke izifundo ezikhoyo. AP

 isiXhosa summary  

HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

For more information, contact Maritjie Cornelissen:  

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

A special word of thanks to Bennie 

Aucamp and Bernadette Abrahams 

for their assistance with the logistical 

arrangements of these short courses.

 Do you want to study 
 agriculture? Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or 
visit https://youtu.be/
idVVeYIFu4c  

Our students have all success-

fully completed these short 

courses and we wish them all the 

best with their future endeavours as 

they venture forth on the path of life-

long learning. 

Students learned how to erect fences using 
extreme 24-strand electrical fences.

Photo courtesy of JC Strauss

mailto:maritjie.cornelissen%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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2022 BFAP 
BASELINE 
 Glancing at agriculture’s future!
  by Riaan Nowers

ECONOMIC NEWS 

T
The annual Bureau for Food and Agricultural 
Policy (BFAP) Baseline was launched in 

August on an online platform that provides 

the agricultural sector with an agricultural 

outlook for the next ten years. This also 

culminated in contact presentations in 

August attended by invited and interested 

parties.

The Baseline makes key observations 

relating to agricultural employment, farm-

level competitiveness and drivers within 

the broader global economy. 

In simple terms the Baseline 

utilises the latest trends, policies 

and market information and constructs 

a projected picture of what the 

future might look like for agricultural 

industries given certain assumptions. 

This provides the sector with insights, 

which can assist in improved decision-

making and planning on various levels.

The general message was that the 

agricultural sector remains a top performer 

in the South African economy, but it was 

made clear that uncertainty abounds. It 

was not surprising to hear that consumer 

spending is under pressure but on the 

positive side, it was forecasted that a 

slow recovery over the medium term is 

expected. From a consumer perspective it 

was also interesting but not surprising to 

note that the historic decline in basic food 

staples has reversed and that per capita 

meat consumption has slowed drastically. »

“The agricultural 
sector remains a top 
performer in the South 
African economy, but 
it was made clear 
that uncertainty 
abounds.”

Photo © Kate Wilcox
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The outlook on field crops highlighted 

strong revenue gains underpinned by good 

local yields and high world prices, but 

that the normalisation in world prices will 

spill over into the South African market. 

However, sharp input cost increases have 

significantly increased producer risk and 

cash flow concerns. The current profitable 

cycle provides opportunity to invest in the 

latest technologies to ensure sustainability 

and competitiveness when the cycle turns. 

The outlook on horticulture revealed 

that the significant past investments were 

driving volume growth that is weighing 

in on prices and margins. Logistical 

constraints however are impeding quality 

of perishable products and exacerbating 

price challenges. It also called for the 

acceleration of market access expansion, 

which is critical to mitigate price risks and 

ensure sustainability. Once again, weak 

prices and rising input costs are putting 

profitability under pressure.

The outlook on animal products revealed 

a growing revenue but profitability that 

is under pressure due to spiralling high 

feed costs. Domestic growth projections 

in consumption are expected to slow. 

Nevertheless, there is strong growth 

potential in beef production, but this is 

constrained by animal disease outbreaks 

and management thereof. 

It was also mentioned that 

world grain prices are expected 

to decline as production responds and 

uncertainty subsides, which will lead 

to deteriorating profitability.

The Baseline called for accele-

rated exports to sustain growth 

and highlighted that animal health 

management is a key enabler to unlock 

opportunities for inclusive growth.

Photo © Getty Images

Photo © Eleanor Esterhuizen

Photo © Dewald Kirsten
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 THE CONCLUDING 
 REMARKS WERE: 

Consumer spending power is 

under pressure, particularly in 

the short term amid high inflation.

Animal health management 

must improve to enable both 

productivity gains and access to 

export market opportunities.

Diminishing margins should 

encourage grain and oilseed 

producers to remain on top of the 

productivity curve in an already 

volatile environment.

Infrastructural investment, such 

as port capacity, rail networks, 

road maintenance etc., is critical to 

enable sustainable exports, as are 

trade relations with key partners.

Profitability and sustainability of 

investment in the horticultural 

sector are critical as these are labour 

intensive industries – competitive, ex-

panded market access and improved 

logistics efficiency are needed.

ECONOMIC NEWS 

In essence, the BFAP provides the agri-

cultural sector with a tool with which it can 

understand the environment it operates in. 

1

2

3

4

5

For more information, contact Riaan Nowers:  

BFAP is an example of true trans-

versal cooperation between agri-

cultural specialists and researchers, 

provincial and national governments, 

financial institutions, universities and 

international research groups. This is 

the only institution of this nature in 

the South African agricultural sector 

and needs to be strengthened to the 

benefit of agriculture! AP

 For more information  
Scan the QR code or visit 
https://bit.ly/3hPIK2e to 
access the five official 
videos, “BFAP Baseline 2022”. 

Published by BFAP - Data Driven Insights. 

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or visit www.bfap.co.za to download the the 
Baseline publication. It is freely available online for more details 
on the outlook for the agricultural sector. 

It enables farm managers, commodity 

organisations, agroprocessing businesses, 

researchers and ultimately policymakers, 

to make more informed agricultural deci-

sions based on rational expectations of 

the future.  

mailto:riaan.nowers%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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FFarmers and conservationists recently 

got together in Prince Albert to discuss 

the issues around livestock predation 

in the Karoo, after the Western Cape 

Department of Agriculture’s stakeholder 

meeting during May 2022 during which 

farmers indicated this challenge as one 

of the most important in the Karoo. In 

response, the Department partnered with 

the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) to 

present a one-day workshop to unravel 

the challenge.

Predators 
on farmlands 
Finding solutions for co-existence
by Mandy Schumann (right) and Bonnie Schumann

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

Predators and the problems 

caused by livestock predation 

typically produce a witches’ cauldron 

of emotions and tensions invariably 

run high. To survive out there, 

farmers need to be tough and as a 

result, have strong personalities and 

strong opinions. 

Conservationists are engaged 

in an almost impossible struggle 

to save what is left of our critical 

biodiversity in the face of an ever-

increasing avalanche of threats. As 

such, conservationists also tend to 

have strong personalities and a no-

nonsense attitude. This is a great 

recipe for potential conflict between 

the “greenies” and farmers.

Black-backed jackal (Lupulella mesomelas). 
Photo © EcoPrint

 In ecology, predation is a 
biological interaction where 
a predator (an organism that 

is hunting) feeds on its prey (the 
organism that is attacked).
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Farmers are out there to make a living 

from farming. They embrace the solitude 

and have a deeply ingrained love of the land, 

the job, and all it encompasses. Farming 

alongside nature, whether with crops or 

This day, however, proved to 

be different. The event set the 

benchmark for how to address a hot 

topic without the need for any referees 

or first aiders on site. It also highlighted 

the need for more opportunities 

to share lessons and to encourage 

interaction and discussion between 

conservation bodies, agricultural 

organisations, and farmers. Farmers 

are, after all, at the forefront of trying 

to provide food for the nation under 

ever-increasing challenging climatic 

and economic conditions.

livestock, brings a host of challenges and 

almost insurmountable risks. 

Enter wildlife and predator conflict, the 

focus of the gathering in Prince Albert.

The presenters, a team from the EWT, 

Cape Nature, the Western Cape Department 

of Agriculture, the Predation Management 

Forum, the Cape Leopard Trust, and an 

agent from Virbac, were all exceptionally 

professional. The attitude from the outset 

was about sharing information and learning 

from one another. Undoubtedly participants 

departed with much food for thought on 

what could or could not be applied back 

home on the farm. Contact information 

was shared so that discussions and support 

could continue following the day’s talk. 

The farmers attending did a great job 

of allowing the speakers to share the 

experience they could bring to the table 

and created a great learning exchange with 

their own valuable insights and opinions.

 Due to the open approach, 
 it was a great networking 
 experience for all involved and 

 as always, most people experienced 
 that moment of “why don’t we do this 
 and discuss this more often?”

»
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No farmer wants to arrive at his live-

stock in the morning and find chaos and 

destruction nor spend half of his time 

playing cat and mouse trying to chase 

down predators on his farm. 

Over the years a diverse toolbox of 

mitigation measures has been developed, 

ranging from the use of livestock guardian 

animals, including dogs and alpacas (yes, 

they guard as well as spit!) to, literally, 

bells and whistles to protect livestock 

from predation. Besides protecting 

livestock, improving management focusing 

on superior genetic selection, such as 

selecting for strong maternal instincts and 

animals adapted to the environment, all 

help reduce unnecessary losses. In addition, 

these measures help make the production 

system much more resilient to predation as 

well as environmental risk factors, such as 

the impacts of climate change. 

The great thing is that the 

attitude towards wildlife on 

farms is slowly shifting in a positive 

direction. The discussions included 

approaches to sustainable land 

management and strengthening 

collaboration between stakeholders 

to find solutions. Small stock is at 

its most vulnerable during lambing 

season, but even healthy adult sheep 

can be preyed on by jackal and 

caracal. 

“Over the years 
a diverse toolbox of 
mitigation measures has 
been developed.”

Leopard (Panthera pardus) with hare 
for dinner. 

As caracals (Caracal caracal) are capable 
of taking small domestic livestock, they are 
often subjected to persecution. 

Photo © Stu Porter

Photo © Heinrich Neumeyer
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As such it is critical that we 

join forces to find solutions to 

help support farmers in their role as 

the real guardians of this country’s 

spectacular biodiversity. This day was a 

celebration of cooperation and shared 

experiences, with a view to finding 

common ground and real solutions. 

Robust, functioning ecosystems sup-

port both agricultural and ecological 

productivity, and if managed sustainably, 

will support biodiversity and livelihoods 

indefinitely. Where key indicator species, 

such as riverine rabbits, are present, 

farmers can give themselves a pat on 

the back. Iconic apex predators, such as 

leopards, indicate a healthy intermediate 

and small mammal prey base. Leopards 

can’t change their spots; it is the people 

that share space with wildlife that must 

change. 

Change takes time, knowledge, prompting, 

and for each baby step that was taken 

towards a better, more tolerant farming 

landscape, we can celebrate. Livestock 

predation is not only the farmer’s problem; 

the problem belongs to us all. 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The day was hosted by the EWT and 

co-organised, as well as funded, by 

the Western Cape Department of Agri-

culture. Watch this space, the call for 

more such events will be heeded! AP

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or visit https://ewt.org.za/get-involved/
for more information and to get involved, 

For more information, contact Mandy Schumann:   or 

Bonnie Schumann:   

“Farming 
alongside nature, 
whether with crops 
or livestock, brings 
a host of challenges 
and almost 
insurmountable 
risks.”A black-backed jackal yelling. Photo © Eugene Troskie

mailto:mandys%40ewt.org.za?subject=
mailto:bonnies%40ewt.org.za?subject=
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TThe Western Cape climate change response 

framework and implementation plan for the 

agricultural sector, known as the SmartAgri 

plan, provides a roadmap for agriculture 

that is low-carbon and resilient to climate 

change. 

In this series in AgriProbe, the SmartAgri 

plan is unpacked into its core elements, 

structured around four strategic focus areas 

(SFAs). Some of the active projects led by 

the various programmes of the Western 

Cape Department of Agriculture (WCDoA), 

and additional priorities will be highlighted. 

SFA4 (“Ensure good co-operative 

goverance and joint planning for effective 

climate change response implementation 

for agriculture”) specifically addresses 

government’s roles and responsibilities, 

since the Response Framework is govern-

ment-led. There is no spatial dimension 

except the provincial boundaries, but the 

deeper rural areas and areas further away 

from the seat of government are often at 

a relative disadvantage. The responses 

are not commodity-specific or aimed at 

certain farming systems; rather, government 

creates an enabling set of rules, regulations, 

planning instruments and incentives so that 

farmers and agri-businesses can get on with 

the job of adaptation and mitigation with 

the fewest possible hurdles and the best 

chance of innovating towards sustainability 

under new conditions.

SmartAgri: 
Co-operative governance and 
joint planning for effective climate 
change response implementation

by Prof. Stephanie Midgley

This is the sixth and final article 

in the SmartAgri series (refer to 

previous AgriProbe issues for the first 

five articles).

Theewaterskloof Dam is an earth-fill type dam located on 
the Sonderend River near Villiersdorp. Photo © FJ Erasmus

 Learn more! 
Scan the QR code or visit www.elsenburg.com/books/smartagri-
updated-climate-change-trends-and-projections-for-the-western-
cape to download a copy of SmartAgri: Updated Climate Change 
Trends and Projections for the Western Cape

 It was established in 1978 and is 
 the largest dam in the Western 
 Cape Water Supply System 

 with a capacity of 480 million cubic 
 metres. The dam mainly serves for 
 municipal and industrial use as well 
 as for irrigation purposes 

https://www.elsenburg.com/books/smartagri-updated-climate-change-trends-and-projections-for-the-western-cape/
https://www.elsenburg.com/books/smartagri-updated-climate-change-trends-and-projections-for-the-western-cape/
https://www.elsenburg.com/books/smartagri-updated-climate-change-trends-and-projections-for-the-western-cape/
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 Objective 4.2: Strengthen policy 
 and legislative integration and 

 alignment at the interface between 
 agriculture and the environment 

Farmers are often faced with legislative 

hurdles that create barriers to climate 

change adaptation and mitigation. For 

example, certain water infrastructure 

maintenance actions must comply with 

strict environmental regulations. There 

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

This article highlights the objectives of 
SFA4:

 Objective 4.1: Enable senior 
 leadership to envision a transformed  

 climate-resilient future agrarian system 
 in the long-term 

Long-term sustainable and climate-resilient 

economic development may require 

transformative social and resource-use 

approaches and a more radical departure 

from “business as usual”. 

The Western Cape faced serious water 
shortages due to poor rainfall during our 2015, 
2016 and 2017 winter seasons. The demand for 

water has also steadily increased every year due to the 
province's rapidly growing population and economy. 
This, as well as unpredictable climate change, has 
added significant pressure on water supply. In order 
to ease the pressure placed on the water supply, 
municipalities across the province will continue to 
implement level 1 to 6 water restrictions for the 
foreseeable future

Figure 1: The structure of the SmartAgri 
Strategic Focus Area 4 (SFA4) that addresses 
good co-operative governance and joint 
planning for effective climate change response 
implementation for agriculture.

Since individual areas of gov-

ernment cannot deal with the 

challenge on their own, partnerships 

within government and with the 

private sector are essential.

In some cases, this can be 

done at provincial level, but 

more often an engagement will be 

required with national government 

departments. Appropriate analysis 

and evidence must be available for 

such processes. 

A

B

System-wide scenario planning 

must be revised on a regular 

basis, driven by an enabling and 

visionary senior leadership. Further-

more, transformative processes 

over the longer term require a well-

developed scientific and socio-

economic case so that risks and 

benefits, and sometimes difficult 

trade-offs, are clearly identified, thus 

enabling good decisions by leaders. is a need for a sensitive re-alignment of 

environmental, water and agricultural 

policies that will enable farmers to be more 

climate responsive.  

»
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 Objective 4.3: Fast-track 
 authorisations and registrations 

 for early adoption of products which 
 can confer climate resilience 

A climate-responsive agricultural sector 

requires a seamless registration process 

of new and safe agricultural products and 

technologies within reasonable timeframes. 

Situations arising from a climate-driven 

outbreak of a pest or disease, or the 

appearance of a new biohazard, must 

be quickly dealt with, and pathways are 

needed to fast-track regulatory decision-

making and the alleviation of legislative 

barriers for product registration. 

 Objective 4.4: Transversal joint 
 planning and implementation at 

 provincial and local level 

Implementation of many aspects of the 

SmartAgri plan requires joint, collaborative 

(transversal) planning and action by 

provincial and municipal structures. Climate 

change risks and responses in agriculture 

should be included in all relevant municipal 

strategic planning documents and joint 

planning initiatives (JPI). Areas of overlap 

include, for example, the development 

and maintenance of water, energy and 

waste infrastructure and services, and 

environmental programmes for the removal 

of invasive alien plants. 

 Objective 4.5: Integrate climate 
 change risk assessment and 

 reduction into all economic development 
 planning 

Provincial economic development planning 

covers a complex inter-related set of factors 

and sectors that includes agriculture, 

particularly from the perspective of job 

creation and the earning of foreign revenue. 

C

D

This topic is receiving atten-

tion at the highest level in 

the WCDoA.

There is also an important role 

for public-private partnerships 

in implementing climate change 

responses.

It is thus important to take 

cognisance of climate change 

risks to agriculture during economic 

development planning processes, 

and to mitigate such risks.

Climate change risks to agri-

culture have the potential to 

not only undermine development 

planning, but also reverse economic 

development gains across the whole 

system. 

Cape Town, South Africa, Anaglyph, 
Landsat Image over SRTM Elevation. 
Image © NASA/JPL/NIMA
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 Objective 4.6: Develop capacity 
 in climate change and agriculture 

 at local government level 

As part of the provincial climate change 

mainstreaming process, greater awareness 

and understanding of climate change 

impacts and responses at local government 

level are needed. Local government officials 

have an important role in promoting a 

climate resilient rural economy, but are 

often lacking in knowledge and access to 

relevant data and information.  

 Objective 4.8: Improved 
 communications channels between 

 farmers and government 

Ultimately, the farmers and other agri-

cultural producers in the value chain will 

implement the changes that are needed 

across the sector to become more climate 

resilient and to move towards a low-

carbon sector. This requires that accessible 

channels of communication between the 

farming communities and senior govern-

ment officials exist or are developed to 

facilitate direct communications. 

 Objective 4.7: Develop linked 
 M&E system for provincial/sectoral 

 climate change response plans and 
 establish processes for organisational 
 learning 

Climate change response planning cas-

cades from international to national and 

then to provincial and local level. At each 

level, monitoring feedback loops must exist 

so that the successes, failures and barriers 

to implementation can be tracked over time 

and adjustments made to ensure effective 

and efficient spending and deployment of 

human resources. 

The WCDoA is increasingly 

engaging with officials to build 

relationships and ways of sharing so 

that capacity can be built.

For more information, contact Prof. Stephanie Midgley:   

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

F

G

H

 Learn more!  
For more information 
on the SmartAgri plan, 
scan the QR code or visit 
https://www.greenagri.org.za/
smartagri-2/smartagri-plan/

The first steps are being taken 

to develop a SmartAgri moni-

toring & evaluation system, including 

organisational learning, with seamless 

integration to provincial level, and 

specifically the revised Western Cape 

Climate Change Response Strategy 

and its Implementation Plan.

Requests for information and 

support are quickly responded 

to. There are also opportunities for 

WCDoA field officers (e.g. LandCare, 

Agricultural Farmer Support and 

Development, Veterinary Services) 

to become two-way conduits for 

communication of climate change 

information and response. AP

Cape Town enjoys a Mediterranean climate 
but must deal with the limited water supply 
characteristic of that climate. Until the 1890s 

the city relied upon streams and springs along the 
base of Table Mountain, then built a small reservoir 
atop Table Mountain to capture and store rainfall 
there (visible in the anaglyph on page 40). Now the 
needs of a much larger population are met in part 
by much larger reservoirs such as seen well inland 
(upper right) at the Theewaterskloof Dam.

mailto:stephanie.midgley%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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In the case of the outbreak of a 

controlled animal disease or the 

suspicion thereof, the animal owner has to 

inform his/her neighbour, any prospective 

buyer and any buyer of his/her animals 

during the past 30 days.

Preventive compulsory vaccinations 

and dipping of animals against 

diseases are described in the Regulations. 

These involve the following diseases and 

preventive measures:

Vaccination against:
a. Anthrax for cattle

b. Brucellosis for heifers, 4-8 months of age

c. Rabies for all dogs and cats

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

TThe responsibilities of animal owners

It is a Constitutional right in South Africa to 

own animals, but every right also assumes 

responsibilities. For all animal owners 

and for the owners or managers of land 

on which animals are kept, there are four 

general responsibilities as contained in 

the Animal Diseases Act (Act 35 of 1984) 

and some of the related Animal Diseases 

Regulations:

To take all reasonable steps to 

prevent infection of the animals with 

any animal disease or parasites and to 

prevent the spread thereof from that land 

or animals; or

If the animals are infected with any animal 

disease or parasite, to eradicate the disease 

and parasites; and

To apply prescribed and suitable treat-

ment for these animals; and

 ONE HEALTH
Your role in safe-
guarding animal health 
by Dr Annelie Cloete

In the article we look at your 

role in safe-guarding animal 

health in our country, in terms of the 

Animal Diseases Act.

1

2

3

 Learn more!  
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/
Disease Control/List of 
Controlled Diseases - Signed 
October 2018.pdf

If there is a reasonable suspicion that it is 

controlled animal disease, to report it to the 

local state veterinarian.

Photo courtesy of Bartholomeus Klip, Riebeek Valley.

https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Disease%20Control/List%20of%20Controlled%20Diseases%20-%20Signed%20October%202018.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Disease%20Control/List%20of%20Controlled%20Diseases%20-%20Signed%20October%202018.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Disease%20Control/List%20of%20Controlled%20Diseases%20-%20Signed%20October%202018.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Disease%20Control/List%20of%20Controlled%20Diseases%20-%20Signed%20October%202018.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Disease%20Control/List%20of%20Controlled%20Diseases%20-%20Signed%20October%202018.pdf
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To prevent/limit the spread of 

parasites such as ticks, animals may 

only be moved if they are visibly free from 

external parasites.

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

d. African horse sickness (AHS) for all 

horses, except it is not compulsory in the 

AHS-controlled area

e. Newcastle disease for chickens, ostriches 

and other domestic birds

f. Foot and mouth disease for cattle in the 

controlled area, under the supervision of 

the state veterinarian

Dip or treatment for:
g. Sheep scab for movement of sheep

4

Contravention of these respon-

sibilities by an animal owner is 

an offence. But there is also indirect 

(vicarious) liability for all of the 

above, should a manager, worker, 

representative, agent (including 

a livestock transporter) or family 

member of an animal or landowner 

contravene any of the above by any 

act or omission (failing to act). Such 

a person, deemed to serve under the 

control of the owner, will be liable 

to be convicted and sentenced as if 

he or she was the owner and/or in 

addition to the animal or landowner.

Once a controlled disease is 

present, additional respon-

sibility, as described in the Animal 

Disease Regulations, will apply. This 

will be specific to the disease.

EMzantsi Afrika, kulilungelo elikuMgaqo-

Siseko ukuba ube nemfuyo. Noko 

kunjalo, nabanini-mfuyo banoxanduva 

elikuMthetho ongezifo kwimfuyo noyi 

“Animal Diseases Act” (Umthetho 35 ka 

1984) kwakunye nemiMiselo. Kufuneka 

abanini-mfuyo bayikhusele imfuyo yabo 

kulwasuleleko lwezifo, ze ukuba ithe 

yosuleleka, benze konke okusemandleni 

abo bethintela ukusasazeka kweso 

sifo, de side siphele isifo eso.  Ukuba 

kukho umntu okrokrela ukwasuleleka 

kwemfuyo sisifo esiphantsi kolawulo 

lwabasemagunyeni, kufuneka lowo mntu 

axelele oogqirha bonyango lwemfuyo 

abakufutshane. Kufuneka abanini-mhlaba 

ekuthe kwafunyanwa ezinye zezi zifo 

ziphantsi kolawulo lwabasemagunyeni, 

baxelele abamelwane babo kwakunye 

nabani na othenga imfuyo yabo kwanabo 

sebeyithenge phakathi kwezintsuku 

zingama 30 zidlulileyo. Isitofu sokugonya 

sisinyanzelo okanye nolunye unyango 

lokuthintela. Kufuneka abathuthi bemfuyo 

kunye nabeefantesi bangayifudusi okanye 

bathengise imfuyo ekukrokreleka ngathi 

unokosuleleka zezinye zezi zifo ziphantsi 

kolawulo lwabasemagunyeni. Ukuba 

bayakwenza oko, nabo botshutshiswa 

ngokomthetho we “Animal Diseases Act”.  

 isiXhosa summary  

In 1881, French chemist and microbiologist 
Louis Pasteur announced his theory that 
vaccinating livestock, in effect giving animals 

a disease, would protect them from that disease. Many 
cattle were dying of anthrax in "cursed fields". Pasteur 
was told that sheep that died from anthrax were 
buried in the field. Pasteur thought that earthworms 
might have brought the bacteria to the surface. He 
found anthrax bacteria in earthworms' excrement, 
showing that he was correct. He told the farmers not 
to bury dead animals in the fields.

»

Louis Pasteur inoculating a sheep against anthrax.
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The responsibilities of animal transport 
services and auctioneers

An animal transport service 

or livestock auctioneer who 

transports or sells animals that are 

infected with a controlled animal 

disease is in contravention of the 

Animal Disease Act and will be guilty 

of an offence. 

An animal transport service or auctioneer 

should refuse to transport or sell animals 

that are known to be, or are suspected 

to be infected with a controlled animal 

Animal Diseases Act, as amended by 

Act 18 of 1991:
Section 11

Section 26

Article 32

Article 34 

Animal Disease Regulations:

Regulation 20 (1)(a)(iii)

Table 2

For more information, contact Dr Annelie Cloete:    

 1. Animal Diseases Act  
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.gov.za/sites/default/
files/gcis_document/201503/
act-35-1984.pdf to access 
the legislation.

 3. Animal Disease 
 Regulations  
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/
Legislation/govgezet/
Gov Gaz - Act 35 of 1984 

- No 10469 - Part 2.pdf to access  the 
legislation.

 2. Act 18 of 1991  
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/
Legislation/govgezet/Act-
Wet 18 of 1991.pdf to access 
the legislation.

 RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

disease, and they will thereby be released 

from liability under the Act. The animal 

owner will be liable to the transport service 

or auctioneer for any cost incurred in 

connection with the detention or disposal 

of such animals. AP

Rhipicephalus appendiculatus, the brown ear tick, 
is a hard tick found in Africa where it spreads the 
parasite Theileria parva, the cause of East Coast 
fever in cattle. Different species of Rhipicephalus 
also transmit Corridor disease, theileriosis and 
ehrlichiosis. The tick has a three-host life-cycle, 
spending around 10% of its life feeding on animals.

Photo courtesy of Bartholomeus Klip, Riebeek Valley.

mailto:annelie.cloete%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201503/act-35-1984.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201503/act-35-1984.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201503/act-35-1984.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Gov%20Gaz%20-%20Act%2035%20of%201984%20-%20No%2010469%20-%20Part%202.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Gov%20Gaz%20-%20Act%2035%20of%201984%20-%20No%2010469%20-%20Part%202.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Gov%20Gaz%20-%20Act%2035%20of%201984%20-%20No%2010469%20-%20Part%202.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Gov%20Gaz%20-%20Act%2035%20of%201984%20-%20No%2010469%20-%20Part%202.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Act-Wet%2018%20of%201991.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Act-Wet%2018%20of%201991.pdf
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/vetweb/Legislation/govgezet/Act-Wet%2018%20of%201991.pdf
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Enter the Meat Safety Act, 

Act 40 of 2000. The aim of the 

Act is “to provide for measures to 

promote meat safety and the safety 

of animal products”. In the Western 

Cape, the Department of Agriculture, 

in particular the sub-programme: 

Veterinary Public Health, is mandated 

to enforce the prescripts of the Meat 

Safety Act. 

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

MMeat is a great source of high-quality 

protein, minerals and vitamins that the 

body needs. It is therefore an important 

part of the diet of many people.

Meat that passes through the rigorous 

measures of the Meat Safety Act and its 

Regulations is safeguarded against risks 

and is marked as being fit for human 

consumption. 

Registration 
of abattoirs  
to ensure safe meat
 by Dr Marthinus Wolhuter

Many, however, fail to realise 

that meat is also a potential 

carrier of serious biohazards. Possibly 

fatal food-borne pathogens include 

bacteria such as Campylobacter, 
Escherichia coli, Salmonella and many 

more. Tape worms and tuberculosis 

can be transmitted through meat. 

Residues of veterinary medicines also 

pose a risk.

»

Photo © Robynne Prinsloo   
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One of the most important measures 

is that meat produced for human 

consumption may only be slaughtered in 

an approved and registered abattoir that 

complies with all the food safety measures 

set by the Act.

The registration of an abattoir is 

by no means an easy task. The 

following steps have to be completed by a 

prospective abattoir owner:

• Design and construction drawings must 

be approved by Veterinary Public Health 

officials to ensure that the abattoir layout 

conforms to the legal requirements that 

guarantee meat safety.

• The abattoir has to be constructed 

strictly according to the approved 

drawings.

• When the abattoir is ready, a trial 

slaughter is carried out. During the trial, 

officials of Veterinary Public Health 

confirm that only safe meat is produced. 

If successful, the abattoir is then legally 

registered.

Of course, it is not only the abattoir 

building itself that has to be legally 

compliant. The prospective abattoir owner 

also has to ensure, amongst others, the 

following:

• Compile a full set of formal standard 

operation procedures, called a Hygiene 

Management System, to be carried 

out in the abattoir to ensure that all 

processes comply with the Act and 

thereby ensure that meat is produced 

safely. Procedures range from ensuring 

the health and welfare of animals upon 

arrival at the abattoir to adequate 

chilling of meat after slaughter.

• An independent meat inspection 

service has to be procured. The duty 

of the meat inspectors is to ensure 

that general hygiene is maintained at 

the abattoir at all times and that each 

carcass is inspected to ensure that the 

meat is safe. 

• The water used in the abattoir must be 

tested to ensure that it is potable and 

will not contaminate the meat.

• Provision has to be made to ensure safe 

disposal of abattoir effluent, abattoir 

waste, e.g., intestinal content and blood, 

and to safely dispose of meat found to 

be unfit for human consumption.

A

B

A Veterinary Public Health official discusses 
construction of an abattoir at a visit to ensure 
construction is being done according to the 
approved drawings.
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Compliance with the requirements 

of the Meat Safety Act is not the 

only requirement for an abattoir owner 

to operate a legal abattoir. The following 

legislation is also applicable, and the 

abattoir will only be registered when proof 

is offered that these legal processes have 

been successfully completed:

• Even before the placement of an abattoir 

can be considered, the Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Development 

Planning in the Western Cape has 

to grant approval to ensure that the 

abattoir will not impact negatively on 

the environment.

• Zoning requirements of the local 

authority have to be complied with.

• The local authorities also have to 

approve the building plans in terms of 

local building ordinances.

• The Department of Water and Sanitation 

has to approve the effluent plans for the 

abattoir.

TAKING OUR SERVICES OUT THERE

C

For more information, contact Dr Marthinus Wolhuter: 
  

 TWO OF THE IMPORTANT 
 DRIVERS BEHIND A 
 SUCCESSFUL ABATTOIR 
 VENTURE ARE: 

Abattoir throughput in terms 

of the number of animals 

slaughtered per day – the more 

animals that are slaughtered, the 

lower the cost per unit.

The input costs – the less 

the input costs, the more the 

profitability. Expenses at the abattoir 

include water, electricity, employee 

salaries, meat inspection, maintenance 

and cleaning, to mention a few. AP

1

2

“Meat that passes 
through the rigorous 
measures of the Meat 
Safety Act and its 
Regulations is safeguarded 
against risks.”

An abattoir under construction.

Inside an abattoir under construction.

mailto:marthinus.wolhuter%40westerncape.gov.za%20?subject=
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RESEARCH NEWS

Uit my 
kuilvoerpen: 
Kuilvoer-evaluasie
 deur prof. Robin Meeske 

DDie Egiptenare het meer as twee duisend 

jaar gelede reeds graan in houers gestoor 

om dit te preserveer. Die inkuiling van 

gewasse is dus ’n taamlik nuwe manier van 

veevoer preserveer vir latere gebruik, maar 

dit geskied nou reeds vir drie eeue. 

Tydens die inkuilingsproses word materiaal 

gekerf, gekompakteer en dan verseël met 

plastiek om lug uit te hou. Die doel is om so 

gou moontlik anaerobe toestande te skep 

waartydens melksuurbakterieë suikers 

benut om melksuur te vorm. Dit laat dan 

die pH tot ongeveer 4 daal en preservering 

vind plaas. Goed gepreserveerde kuilvoer 

kan vir jare geberg word indien dit nie aan 

lug of water blootgestel word nie.

Die Santam/Veeplaas-kuilvoerkompetisie 

word jaarliks gehou om kuilvoer te 

evalueer en terugvoer aan produsente te 

gee. Die doel is om inkuiling te verbeter. 

Die evaluasiestelsel is oor jare ontwikkel 

en verbeter steeds. Dit fokus op fisiese 

eienskappe, voedingswaarde, fermentasie-

eienskappe en stabiliteit van kuilvoer. 

AGRONIC Multibaler 100-120.
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RESEARCH NEWS

Die begin van goeie kuilvoer is om die 

gewas op die regte stadium te sny. Die 

droëmateriaalinhoud van mieliekuilvoer 

behoort 35% te wees wanneer dit ingekuil 

word, graanpitte behoort ingeduik te 

wees en mielieplante behoort fyn gekerf te 

word (kerflengte van 8-12 mm). Kompaksie 

behoort 700-750 kg vars materiaal per m3 of 

240 kg droë materiaal per m3 te wees. 

Die skrywer, prof. Meeske, is 

die voorsitter van die tegniese 

komitee wat die inskrywings evalueer 

en ook skriftelik terugvoer aan al die 

deelnemers (>100) gee. Mondelinge 

terugvoer word by die jaarlikse 

Kuilvoersimposium gegee.

Vir meer inligting, kontak prof. Robin Meeske:  

toe te dien wat die vlakke van asynsuur in 

die kuilvoer verhoog. Asynsuur inhibeer die 

groei van giste en swamme. 

Terugvoer wat produsente ontvang, 

sluit in: kuilvoer is te nat, sny later, graan-

vulling is swak, styselvlakke is te laag, 

energiewaarde laag, veselinhoud te hoog, 

bolaagkompaksie is swak, kerflengte is te 

lank of kuilvoer is onstabiel by blootstelling 

aan lug. Produsente kan dan aandag gee aan 

probleempunte en só kuilvoer te verbeter. 

 ERKENNING 

Dit is ’n voorreg om deel te wees 

van die Santam/Veeplaas-kuilvoer-

kompetisiespan en só ’n bydrae te 

maak tot verbetering van kuilvoer in 

Suid-Afrika. AP

Bolaagkompaksie kan op baie plase nog 

verbeter. Swak bolaagkompaksie veroor-

saak onnodige bolaagverliese. Sodra 

kuilvoer afbreek en agteruitgaan, sal die 

pH begin styg. Dit word veroorsaak deur 

giste en swamme wat vermeerder wanneer 

lug die kuilvoer binnedring. Resultate 

van die kuilvoerkompetisie het gewys 

dat mieliekuilvoer wat vir vyf dae aan lug 

blootgestel is, stabiel kan wees met geen 

styging in pH nie. 

Stabiliteit van mieliekuilvoer kan verbeter 

word deur ’n heterofermentatiewe melk-

suurbakteriese inokulant tydens inkuiling 

“Die begin van 
goeie kuilvoer is om 
die gewas op die regte 
stadium te sny.”

mailto:robin.meeske%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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Buffeljagsdam:  
Potensiaal vir meer 
water ondersoek
 deur Japie Kritzinger 

KKlimaatsverandering en die invloed wat 

hierdie globale verskynsel op water-

sekerheid het, is ’n uiters relevante en 

deurtrapte onderwerp onder boere van die 

Wes-Kaap. Ten spyte van die ongekende 

droogtetydperk wat die provinsie sedert die 

2013-’14-seisoen begin beleef het, het boere 

van die Wes-Kaap steeds geleenthede 

ontgin om die landbousektor as ’n geheel te 

kon laat groei in daaropvolgende jare. Veral 

met die aanplant van alternatiewe gewasse, 

moes historiese wyndruifwingerde begin 

plek maak vir sitrusboorde van verskeie 

variëteite. Sitrusboorde vereis egter meer 

water per hektaar in vergelyking met 

wyndruifwingerde.

Die Wes-Kaapse Departement 

van Landbou se primêre doel is 

om die landbousektor sover moontlik 

te ondersteun met onder meer 

voorligting aan boere, navorsing ten 

einde produksie te verbeter, maar ook 

om bestaande landbou-infrastruktuur 

te verbeter of uit te brei.

Die Buffeljagsdam, geleë 11 km 

oos van Swellendam, is ’n tipiese 

voorbeeld van landbou-infrastruktuur 

wat tans onder geweldige druk 

verkeer as gevolg van die toenemende 

vraag na water vanaf boere in die 

Buffeljags-besproeiingsgebied. 

Die dam is in 1967 gebou met die 

hoofdoel om in die besproeiings-

behoeftes van die Buffeljags-boere-

gemeenskap te voorsien. Daarmee 

saam word ’n klein persentasie van 

die dam se water ook aan plaaslike 

huishoudings toegeken, terwyl die 

Departement van Korrektiewe Dienste 

se fasiliteite by Buffeljagsrivier ook 

voordeel uit die opgaardam trek.

Damwal met besproeiingskanale 
in voorgrond.

Buffeljagsdam 100% vol, 3 Desember 2021.
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Reeds in 2018 het die Overbergse 

Distriksmunisipaliteit die Departement 

van Landbou genader om ondersoek in 

te stel na die moontlikheid om die dam se 

opgaarkapasiteit en toekennings van water 

te verhoog. Dit het gelei tot die stigting van 

’n loodskomitee gedurende 2020. Hierdie 

komitee was verteenwoordigend van ’n 

wye spektrum van belanghebbende partye, 

waarvan die Nasionale Departement van 

Water en Sanitasie en die Buffeljags-

besproeiingsraad sekerlik die nouste 

belang het.

Een van die eerste take van die 

loodskomitee was om ’n behoorlike en 

weldeurdagte opdrag te formuleer wat as 

rigtingwyser sou dien vir ’n voornemende 

diensverskaffer wat die lewensvatbaar-

heidstudie moes onderneem. Die nodige 

voorsieningskettingprosedures is gevolg 

en op 3 Desember 2021 is ’n konsultante-

firma bestaande uit ’n span spesialiste 

aangestel om ’n lewensvatbaarheidstudie 

te onderneem. 

Vervolgens was die loodskomitee verant-

woordelik daarvoor om deurlopend met 

die konsultantespan te vergader en die 

vordering, voorstelle en bevindings van die 

Die fokus van die studie was 

om ondersoek in te stel na 

die moontlikheid om die opbrengs 

en toewysings van water vanuit die 

Buffeljagsdam aan die Buffeljags-

besproeiingsraad te verhoog. Die 

konsultantespan se opdrag het 

onder meer ’n hidrologiese studie, ’n 

ondersoek na die dam-infrastruktuur, 

’n sosio-ekonomiese studie, asook 

’n landbou-ekonomiese evaluasie 

ingesluit.

Vir meer inligting, kontak Japie Kritzinger:  

studie te bespreek. Ná deeglike ondersoek 

en verskeie loodskomiteevergaderings 

het die konsultantespan nie minder nie 

as 28 alternatiewe geïdentifiseer wat 

moontlik tot ’n verhoogde opbrengs en 

watertoewysing van die Buffeljagsdam-

besproeiingskema kan lei. Die alternatiewe 

voorstelle is daarna verder in diepte 

ondersoek en ’n kortlys van alternatiewe is 

in die finale navorsingsverslag saamgevat.

Die studie oor die Buffeljagsdam is pas 

gefinaliseer en die alternatiewe voorstelle 

wat ondersoek is en aanbeveel word, 

sal nou deeglik deur staatsinstellings en 

belanghebbende partye oorweeg kan word 

en dien as motivering tot finansiering van 

moontlike toekomstige projekte.

Daar word nou met opgewon-

denheid uitgesien na die verdere 

oorweging en moontlikheid om die 

voorstelle in die verslag te implemen-

teer. Dit kan tot groot ekonomiese 

voordeel vir die Buffeljags-gemeenskap 

en die breër Overberg-streek lei. AP

Die Buffeljagsrivier stroomaf van die 
Buffeljagsdam.

mailto:japie.kritzinger%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
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The role of seaports in 
agricultural trade facilitation:
Lessons for the Western Cape, 
South Africa
Asanda Molefe

Macro and Resource Economics, Western Cape Department of Agriculture

 Introduction 

Maritime transportation accounts for 80% 

of the total merchandise traded globally 

(UNCTAD, 2020). It is efficient, low cost, 

reliable for long-distance and has a large 

capacity, hence it is the most used mode 

of transportation (Reya & Strachan, 2021). 

Therefore, the effectiveness of seaports 

have a significant impact on trade flows, 

translating into economic growth and 

greater competitiveness of the country (Li, 

Seo, & Ha, 2020; Reya & Strachan, 2021). 

Seaports contribute to export-led growth 

and, therefore their efficient working will 

improve a country’s global competitiveness 

(Notteboom et al., 2021). In 2021, about 80% 

of the Western Cape agricultural exports 

were facilitated through seaports. Given the 

perishability of most agricultural products, 

the inefficiencies at the seaports may cause 

delays resulting in major economic losses. 

In 2020, the Cape Town port facilitated 

about 93% of fresh grapes, 21% of citrus, 

78% of pome fruit, and 91.6% of stone fruit 

exports to the global market (Agrihub, 

2021). This is also in line with the Western 

Cape Department of Agriculture’s (WCDoA) 

strategy to promote export-led growth in 

the medium term. To inform planning and 

decision-making in the agricultural sector 

of the province, this study highlights an 

overview of port efficiency in South Africa, 

and the performance of the provincial 

ports with emphasis on the Cape Town 

port. Lastly, there will be lessons drawn for 

the Western Cape agricultural sector.

 South Africa’s Logistic and 
 Connectivity Performance 

South Africa (SA) has diverse modes of 

transportation ranging from rails, roads, 

maritime and air. This section discusses 

SA’s Logistic Performance Index (Figure 1),

Liner Shipping Connectivity Index (Figure 2)

and agricultural export trends per port 

(Figure 3). 

(a) Logistics Performance Index
 
Figure 1 gives a summary of the South 

African Logistic Performance Index (LPI), 

which is a tool created for countries to 

identify challenges and opportunities on 

a country’s trade logistics and areas of 

improvement (WorldBank, 2021). The LPI 

scores range from 1 to 5, with 1 representing 

bad logistics performance negatively 

affecting the economy of the country. 

Therefore, moving closer to a score of 

5 means that the country has efficient 

customs clearance process, good quality of 

trade and transport-related infrastructure, 

ease of arranging competitively priced 

international shipments, quality of logistics 

2

1
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Figure 1: South Africa’s Logistic Performance Index scores (2007-2018)

Figure 2: Liner Shipping Connectivity Index

Source: World Bank (2021)

Source: World Bank (2021), UNCTADstat (2020)

services, ability to track and trace exports, 

and frequency with which shipments reach 

the importer within the scheduled time 

(WorldBank, 2018). In 2016, South African 

logistics performance reached a maximum 

peak of 3.78, and overall LPI score of 3.54 

between 2007 and 2018. The South African 

LPI has regularly achieved a score slightly 

above average but less than a score of 4. 

(b) Liner shipping connectivity index
 

Liner Shipping Connectivity Index (LSCI) 

measures the connectivity of countries to 

global networks based on the number of 

shipping lines servicing a country, size of 

the largest vessels on the services in twenty 

equivalent units (TEU). Figure 2 shows the 

trends of South Africa’s LSCI on average 
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and per seaport. The country is not well 

connected as it always scores less than 50. 

Durban port has been the best-connected 

port in South Africa compared to the other 

ports, like the ports of Cape Town, Coega 

hub in Ngqura, East Lond on and Gqeberha. 

Connection to rails, roads, and being at 

the centre gives the port of Durban the 

advantage to be the most connected liner-

shipped port in South Africa. The port 

of Cape Town was the best-connected 

between the first quarter of 2016 and the 

second quarter of 2017. 

(c) South Africa’s agricultural trade 
performance 

Commodities such as citrus, grapes, apples, 

pears, nuts and others are produced in the 

Western Cape. In 2020, the Cape Town 

harbour facilitated about 93% of grapes, 

21% of citrus, 78% of pome fruit, and 

91.6% of stone fruit exports to the global 

market (Agrihub, 2021). There was a 5.73% 

five-year annual growth for the national 

agricultural exports, and 0.60% for the 

agricultural imports. Figure 3 shows trends 

Figure 3: Agricultural export trends per port; 2010-2021

Source: Quantec (2022)

of agricultural exports facilitated in various 

seaports in South Africa between 2010 and 

2020. 

In 2021, South Africa’s agricultural exports 

amounted to a value of more than R175 

billion. A large share of 62% (R108 billion) 

of the total agricultural products was 

exported through seaports, 31% through 

land border ports and the remaining 7% 

through inland and airports. For all the 

agricultural commodities exported by 

South Africa, the maritime transport shows 

an annual average growth rate of 11.2% in 

the past 5-years. A significant share of 

60% (R65 billion) of all national agricultural 

exports were facilitated through the Cape 

Town seaports and the remaining 40% by 

other ports in the country, and the value 

of agricultural exports through the Port of 

Cape Town increased by an annual average 

growth rate of 7.32% during the period 

2016 and 2021. This port has indeed been 

the most dominating port in facilitating 

agricultural exports over the past five 

years. Furthermore, this port specialises in 

breakbulk and containers, therefore most 

agricultural products are shipped in bulk.
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 Concluding remarks 

• The South African agricultural sector is 

gaining new international markets for 

exports, for instance, the recent shipping 

of 20 thousand tons of citrus to the 

Philippines, and the revised South Africa-

China lemon protocol, which estimates to 

export 175 thousand metric tons by 2024. 

• The expected growth of agricultural 

exports will contribute to the regional, 

provincial and national employment of the 

sector and to the gross value production. 

For instance, the citrus industry forecasts 

export growth increase of 76% by 2030 

from 2021 (Sihlobo, 2021). Therefore, 

the maintenance of seaborne trade 

infrastructure is important to cater for 

this growth, which is also envisaged in 

other industries within the sector.

• Seaport management is among other 

factors that contribute to seaport 

efficiency and plays a crucial role in trade 

facilitation. 

• Seaports contribute to the GDP (gross 

domestic product) per capita growth 

of an economy and neighbouring 

economies. The efficiency of the seaport 

could ensure that the potential of the 

province is being maximised. AP

3

The Port of Cape Town is the port of the city of Cape Town. It is situated in Table Bay. 
Photo © SkyPixels
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Abstract

The reported, decades long, price-cost 

squeeze in conventional farming has 

recently become critical due to nearly 

triple-figure percentage increases in the 

cost of fertilizer, diesel and other inputs. 

The result will make smaller farming 

operations redundant. Many farming 

practice innovations in the past, like 

minimum-till, residue cover, higher yielding 

cultivars and hardy breeds, have helped 

to keep many operations afloat. It has 

become imperative however, to support 

Figure 1: Canadian net farm income and gross revenue, inflation adjusted, net of government 
payments, 1926-2016. 
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the developing sector in a paradigm shift 

to understand and treat the entire farming 

operation as an ecosystem. Starting from 

the ground up, a soil-building, multi-species 

cover crop demonstration/investigation 

was initiated at La Gratia project (livestock 

enterprise) in Riversdale, in the autumn of 

2021. The purpose of the demonstration is 

to demonstrate the principles and results 

set out and obtained for regenerative 

agriculture. The autumn cover was 

immediately followed by a summer cover, 

with the second autumn cover growing 

currently (winter 2022). Initial soil health 

analysis and yield estimation have been 

recorded with positive results. 

Key words: soil biology, regenerative, multi-

species cover crop

Introduction

The ever-tightening, decades long price-

cost squeeze, experienced in primary food 

production, threatening the sustainability 

of farming operations, has been reported 

on extensively and is experienced in South 

Africa as well as globally where industrial/

conventional farming is practiced (fig. 1) 

(Jones, 2019; Blignaut, 2021). This process 

has now been exacerbated by the recent 

massive increases in farming input prices, 

e.g. up to three-figure percentage price 

increases for some fertilizers and other 

inputs (NAMC, March 2022), with the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing war 

in Eastern Europe as contributory factors. 

The usual first line of countering this 

trend is to expand operations horizontally. 

This drive to ever-expanding farm size 

advancing to mega-farms as a solution 

will surely cause the death of the family 

farm (Wendell, 1996) and push rural 

populations more and more into the cities, 

depopulating rural areas with ill effect on 

healthy, thriving rural communities, and 

resulting in increasing pressure on water 

resources and other services in urban 

areas. 

One possible solution, gaining more and 

more momentum, is to look at the way we 

farm in a very different way. At a North 

Dakota farmer’s day in 1997 Don Campbelle 

expressed it as: “If you want to make small 

changes, change the way you do things. 

If you want to make major changes, 

change the way you see things.” It has 

become necessary to view the production 

environment in a holistic way and strive 

to direct the farming operation towards 

a regenerative ecosystem, mimicking 

the complex, self-sustaining, interrelated 

nutrient and symbiotic production cycles 

occurring in nature (Pimentel, et al, 1997). 

These dynamics are driven by the biota 

below and above ground. 

An estimated 170 000 soil-organism 

species exist globally of which a very large 

proportion have a positive influence on 

plant life (Wall & Virginia, 1999). It has been 

reported that the dominant plant species of 

every mature/climax terrestrial ecosystem 

are engaged in some form of symbiotic 

mutualism with soil microbes e.g., legumes 

with nitrogen (N)-fixing Rhizobia, free-living 

N-binding microorganisms, mycorrhizal 

fungi and much more. The mycorrhizal 

mycelia penetrate plant roots to extend 

root volume. Roots on the other hand leak a 

significant proportion of the photosynthate 

produced by the plant as sugar containing 

exudates, feeding soil biota (Pimentel, et al, 
1997). The scale of the mycorrhizal network, 

infusing plant roots and expanding the 

plant’s underground reach for enhanced 

mineral and water acquisition, has been 

reported to be at least in the order of tens 

of meters and potentially much larger, 

with a single fungus sometimes spanning 

hundreds of hectares of forest (Gorzelak, 

M.A., Asay, A.K., Pickels, B.J. & Simard, S.W., 

2015).

A reduction in the use of off-farm inputs 

can be realized if this soil-borne workforce 
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can be harnessed. Innovative farmers and 

researchers have been harnessing some 

aspects of these ecosystem functions 

(Soils for life, 2012), developing several 

usable production practices. Natural 

farming (Fukoaka, 2009), Holistic Resource 

Management (Savory, 2016), Pasture 

cropping (Millar & Badgery, 2009; Seiss, 

2020), Natural Intelligence farming (Johns, 

2017), The Regenerative Farming Movement 

in USA (Brown, 2018), the Conservation 

Agriculture Movement – Western Cape and 

RegenSA, are a few examples. 

The regenerative farming movement has 
set five principles for the promotion of 
soil health (Brown, 2018):

1. Limited mechanical, chemical and 

physical disturbance of the soil.

2. Keeping the soil covered at all times.

3. Strive for diversity of plant and animal 

species.

4. Maintain living roots in the soil as long 

as possible throughout the year.

5. Integrate animals to drive nutrient 

cycling and drive biology.

Multispecies mixes of at least four 

plant families have been found to be 

most beneficial for good plant-microbe 

relationships and enhancing soil life 

(Jena biodiversity experiment, Germany). 

Multispecies mixes containing grasses, 

legumes, forbs and herbs receiving no 

nitrogen (N) fertilizer, out-yielded single 

species plots receiving up to 90kg of N 

(Jones, 2021).

Investigating and demonstrating this 

approach as a sustainable alternative to 

newcomers in primary production are 

essential for individual farmer survival and 

future national food security.

This paper reports on a soil building 

demonstration in process in the Garden 

Route district of the Western Cape.

Methodology

Following the abovementioned principles, 

a demonstration was laid out on land that 

was previously cultivated and planted to 

monoculture winter grain grazing. The plot 

size is 1.2ha, situated north of Riversdale, 

receiving an annual precipitation of 500mm. 

Figure 2: Demonstration site showing exposed mother material and adjacent blue gum plantation.

AgriProbe Vol 19 | No 4 | 202260
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The soil is a shallow, structured sandy clay 

loam to sandy clay with underlying shale 

exposed in one corner and a blue-gum 

plantation adjacent to the opposite corner 

(fig. 2). First planting commenced in the 

autumn of 2021. Weeds were sprayed out 

with glyphosate and due to the unavailability 

of a planter; the land was tilled with a tine 

implement and the pasture mix was hand 

sown. At planting 100kg of MAP (34) was 

applied. The following seed mix was sown: 

30kg US2014 Triticale; 10kg Barpower Feed 

rye; 8kg Maximus rye; 4kg each of Common 

and Haymaker vetch and 1.5kg of Tiller 

radish. When the winter grain started to 

form seed heads (fig. 3) the pasture was 

strip grazed with cattle. 

The summer mix was planted in Nov 2021 

with a minimum till planter comprising: 10kg 

Bargrazer Feed-sorghum; 5kg Babala; 5kg 

SA Brown teff; 5kg Dr Saunders cowpeas; 

1kg Barcoli rape and 5kg of Dolichos. Two 

bags of 2:3:2 fertiliser were applied with 

establishment. The pasture was accidentally 

grazed by a neighbour’s sheep, influencing 

yield determination.

The 2022 winter mix was again hand 

sown with the mix including: 18kg Dunnhart 

spring type oats; 12kg Magnifico Winter 

type oats; 9.5kg Stooling rye; 24kg Triticale; 

7kg Common vetch; 2.5kg Buckwheat; 

1.8kg Ripper radish and 6kg Agriboost Rye 

grass. Two 50kg bags of 2:3:2 fertilizer were 

applied. The pasture was grazed by weaner 

lambs from the 15 to 23 Jun 2022 and with 

ewes and lambs from 23 Aug to 6 Sep 2022.

Yield measurements were assessed by 

hand-cut sampling. To assess soil ecosystem 

health, a nematode-based laboratory 

analysis was done at the start of the 

demonstration in April 2021 and again in 

December 2021 at Nemlab, Klapmuts.

Figure 3: Winter multispecies cover crop strip grazed.

“The biological component of the soil unlocks the mineral component, 
nobody taught me that in soil science.” – Professor David Montgomery
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Table 1: Yield determination for the Riversdale cover crop demonstration

Cover crop 
season

Establishment 
date

Cutting date Utilisation
Rain from 

plant to cut 
(mm)

DM yield
(kg/ha)

Winter 2021 23 Apr 2021 5 Oct 2021
6 Beef Cattle 
strip grazed

324 2328

Summer 
2021-22

30 Nov 2021 18 Jan 2022 None 116 576

Mid Mar 2022 Sheep graze 75 995

Summer Total 191 1571

Winter 2022 28 Mar 2022 14 Jun 2022 None 116 623

15 Jun - 
22 Jun 2022

Lambs graze

19 Jul 2022 27 828

23 Aug – 
6 Sep 2022

Ewes with 
lambs graze

26 Aug 2022 39 678

Winter Total 182 2129

Results and discussion

Yield determination for the different crop 

seasons are presented in Table 1. Exclusion 

cages were put out from autumn 2022 

for more accurate yield estimates in 

future. Long-term yield norms for rainfed 

monoculture pastures are given as 2.4t/ha

for winter (oats) and 0.8t/ha summer 

pasture (sorghum x sudan). The yields 

attained suggest an improvement over the 

norm, but needs to be verified with future 

recordings.

Overall soil health, as determined by the 

nematode-based analysis method is very 

sound, as presented in figures 4 and 5 

(Van der Walt, 2022). The soil food web is 

structured and did not change much over 

time, indicating limited soil disturbance. 

The enrichment index increased to close 

to the optimum value, showing that there 

is sufficient food for the microbes to feed 

on. The plant parasitic nematode numbers 

came down somewhat, indicating less 

damage to plant roots. The total number 

of free-living nematodes is improving. 

An Elsenburg laboratory soil analysis, 

from samples taken in December 2022, 

indicates a soil carbon content of 1.3%. This 

value needs to be monitored to evaluate the 

influence of the cover crop in improving the 

C content of this block. A soil ammonium 

content of 0.133% was reported estimating 

the N content of the 15cm topsoil layer as 

93.1kg N/ha. This indicates a soil profile well 

provided with N for the following crop. The 

decomposition channel shifted from fungal 

to bacterial resulting in the narrowing of the 

C:N ratio, probably due to N-fixing from the 

legume component in the mix and needs 

to be managed to keep a well-balanced 

C:N ratio of 20:1, which will be achieved by 

growing more carbonaceous mix for the 

summer crop.

The results indicate a positive influence of 

the cover crop on soil health. Continuation 

of the demonstration is needed to 

demonstrate the full value in soil health 

building and production input reduction 

over the next few seasons.
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ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS

ECOLOGICAL INDICES

Index Value Explanation

Soil Food Web Structure Index 
(SI)

63.60
Soil food web structure 
increasing.

Enrichment Index (EI) 57.29 Sufficient enrichment.

Channel Index (CI) 22.65 Decomposition channel is bacterial.

Basal Index (BI) 24.46 
Bacterial dominated system with 
with abundant resources and fast 
nutrient turnover.

Fungivore : Bacterivore Index 
(FB)

0.27
Fast rate of decomposition and 
nutrient turnover.

ELSENBURG JOURNAL

Figure 4: Nematode-based lab test for soil ecosystem health at the start of the demonstration 
(Apr 2021).

Figure 5: Nematode-based lab test for soil ecosystem health at the end of the winter cover crop 
(Dec 2021).

Conclusion

Full benefits of regenerative practices are 

usually realized after a few years. The slight 

positive results on soil health obtained in 

this demonstration, after one season of 

multispecies cover crops, is encouraging. 

Continuing the demonstration is necessary. 
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The results will be presented to farmers 

operating in the same homogenous 

resource area. Due to the effect that 

regenerative practices can have on farming 

and environmental sustainability, similar 

demonstrations in neighbouring wards are 

planned. AP

ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS

ECOLOGICAL INDICES

Index Value Explanation

Soil Food Web Structure Index 
(SI)

60.60
Soil food web structure 
increasing.

Enrichment Index (EI) 25.44 Insufficient enrichment.

Channel Index (CI) 74.70
Decomposition channel is 
fungal.

Basal Index (BI) 34.73
System busy recovering from 
stress.

Fungivore : Bacterivore Index 
(FB)

0.27
Fast rate of decomposition and 
nutrient turnover.
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For more information, contact Manie Grobler:   
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IIf you have been exposed to the agricultural 

landscape of the Western Cape, this man 

needs no introduction. Dr Dirk Troskie, an 

economist by trade, has been with the 

Western Cape Department of Agriculture 

(WCDoA) for over three decades.

When asked why agricultural economics, 

he was quick to respond that it was the 

one field that he felt did not necessarily 

have all the answers. To Dirk, agricultural 

economics had just the right amount of 

mystery. In fact, one could cite his driving 

force as unsolved problems and challenges 

– to which he is keen to find solutions. 

Curious and methodical

But who is the real Dirk Troskie and where 
is he from?

Dirk spent much of his youth on the 

ancestral apricot farm in the Eastern Cape. 

The only boy in a family of three, the 

natural flow of things would have seen him 

continuing the farming tradition.

Dirk set out to live his true calling in the 

civil service, doing greater things with 

his knowledge, which would inevitably 

contribute significantly to strengthening 

the Western Cape agricultural sector.

With ideas and solutions that are 

beyond the prescripts of government, Dirk 

continues to use his unique ingenuity in 

strategising and creating structures that 

would solve and improve the progress 

of the agricultural sector. In fact, one of 

Dirk’s passions is the development or 

improvement of key strategic documents 

for the Department of Agriculture, such 

His hope for the Department 

and sector is for it to remain 

relevant, because “if we don’t, 

then the sector won’t be able to 

continue to grow. There are different 

models of doing things and we 

need to find – within our reality 

– what is applicable in taking the 

sector forward.” We do it #ForYOU 
#ForTheLoveOfAgriculture AP

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE

as the Strategic Plan, Annual Performance 

Plan and Operational Plan. 

Futuristic thinking

When asked about the project he was 

proudest of, Dirk fondly reminisced on the 

establishment of the Young Professionals 

Programme and the calibre of prodigies 

that came out of the programme. 

He introduced drone technology training 

at Elsenburg as a useful adjuvant to 

reposition the sector for sustainable 

growth in this era of the 4th Industrial 

Revolution (4IR). 

Loyal peacemaker

Dirk is known to be a peaceful, kind-hearted 

soul. His strides are fast and purposeful, and 

he always chooses to be optimistic and kind. 

Often calling himself the shifting spanner 

of the Department, Dirk never shies away 

from work. He gets the job done and you 

can be certain that he will find ways in which 

its progress can be tracked and evaluated.

Dr Dirk Troskie

3  things you 
need to know about 
DR DIRK TROSKIE



AgriProbe Vol 19 | No 4 | 202266

ISSN: 1810-9799

If you miss it on the radio, you can also listen to the programmes of 

the week on www.elsenburg.com/rsg-landbou/

Subscription

For free subscription to this quarterly 

magazine, please submit your details 

to Magrieta de Lange.

Tel: 021 808 7613 

Email: 

Contact us

Western Cape Department of Agriculture

Tel: 021 808 5111  

Email: 

Web: www.elsenburg.com

Don’t forget to tune into RSG Landbou every Friday morning at 05:00am and on Saturdays 

at 11:45am. Listen to the highly informative programmes on the Western Cape Department 

of Agriculture and the Agricultural Sector in general. 

AGRI PROBE

Printing

CTP Printers (Cape Town)

Tel: 021 929 6200

Digital edition

Available on the ZINIO newsstand 

Web: www.zinio.com

Packaging

Stellenbosch Work Centre for Adults

with Disabilities

Tel: 021 887 8688

Email: 

Is a quarterly magazine, distributed to subscribers at no charge by the Western Cape 
Department of Agriculture. 

You can also read your copy online and subscribe at 

www.zinio.com/za/agriprobe-m40279

https://www.elsenburg.com/rsg-landbou/
mailto:doa.info%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
mailto:doa.info%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=
mailto:jjja%40sun.ac.za?subject=
http://www.zinio.com/za/agriprobe-m40279

