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NEW DAIRY PARLOUR SUPPORTS IMPORTANT INDUSTRY IN PROVINCE

 

The Western Cape Department of Agriculture’s Institute for Animal Production recently opened a new state of the art dairy parlour at Elsenburg.  “Dairy production is nowadays a highly developed and scientific industry that presents the producer with big challenges,” says Dr Ilse Trautmann, acting head of the Programme: Technology, Research and Development at the Department.  “Not only do they need an indepth knowledge of their dairy cows and the necessary management systems, but they need to operate highly sophisticated machinery in the milking process as well as the feed supply to the cows.”  Mr Cobus Dowry, Western Cape Minister of Agriculture emphasised during the opening the fact that the new parlour is ideally suited for relevant research for the farmers in the Western Cape because in includes the most advanced milk measurement systems.  

 

South Africa has six milk producing areas, each with its own caracteristics, production potential and markets and two of these regions lie within the borders of the Western Cape.  A quarter of South Africa’s milk production originates from these two areas – approximately 500 million litre milk per annum equalling a brute income of almost  R900 million per year for the Province.  The Department of Agriculture has research farms in both these regions, namely at Elsenburg near Stellenbosch and at Outeniqua outside George. 

 

The dairy cow herd at Elsenburg, where the dairy parlour was opened, currently consists of 180 cows but the goal is now to expand the Elsenburg herd to a dairy herd of 250 cows in milk.   One of the main considerations for the expansion of the Elsenburg dairy herd is the need for a large enough herd so that effective and appropriate research can take place. “In the past, although much research emanated from the Elsenburg dairy herd, the small cow numbers often required that trials be run over years before a scientifically defensible answer was obtained,” explains Dr Carel Muller, well-known researcher at the Department who has received much acclaim for his expertise and work in terms of milk production. “This will allow two to three trials be run per annum, compared to the previous situation of a single trial run over three to four years. Once these numbers are achieved, not only can research take place more effectively, but it will be possible to provide emerging farmers with improved genetic stock for the development of their own herds.  The Elsenburg her has also for years been an integral part of the practical training of prospect farmers. 

NUWE MELKPORTAAL STU MELKBEDRYF IN PROVINSIE

 

Die Wes-Kaapse Departement Landbou se Instituut vir Diereproduksie het onlangs ‘n nuwe tegnologies-gevorderde melkportaal op Elsenburg in gebruik geneem. “Melkproduksie is ‘n hoogs ontwikkelde wetenskaplike boerdery wat groot eise aan die melkprodusent stel,” meen Dr Ilse Trautmann, waarnemende hoof van die Program: Tegnologie, Navorsing en Ontwikkeling by die Departement.  “Nie net word intensiewe kennis van melkbeeste en hulle bestuur verlang nie, maar deesdae moet die produsent gebruik maak van hoogs gesofistikeerde apparaat in die melkproses en ook vir voervoorsiening aan die koeie.” Mnr Cobus Dowry, Wes-Kaapse Minister van Landbou, het tydens die opening dit beklemtoon dat die nuwe melkportaal uiters geskik is vir toepaslike navorsing vir die boere van die Wes-Kaap aangesien die nuutste melkmetingstelsels deel uitmaak van die nuwe melkportaal.

 

Suid-Afrika het ses erkende melkproduserendegebiede, elkeen met sy eie kenmerke, produksiepotensiaal en markte, en twee van hierdie streke is in die Wes-Kaap geleë. In hierdie twee gebiede word jaarliks ‘n kwart van Suid Afrika se melk geproduseer – nagenoeg 500 miljoen liter melk wat sorg vir ‘n bruto-inkomste van ongeveer R900 miljoen per jaar vir die Provinsie.  Departement Landbou het navorsingsplase in beide gebiede, naamlik op Elsenburg naby Stellenbosch en op Outeniqua buite George. 

 

Die melkbeeskudde op Elsenburg, waar die melkportaal geïnstalleer is, bestaan tans uit 180 koeie, maar die mikpunt is om die kudde te vergroot tot 250 koeie in melk. Een van die hoofoorwegings vir hierdie uitbreiding is die behoefte vir ‘n groot genoeg kudde sodat effektiewe en relevante navorsing gedoen kan word.  “Al het die kudde in die verlede goeie navorsingsresultate opgelewer, veroorsaak die klein kudde dat proewe soms oor jare heen moes loop voor ‘n wetenskaplik verdedigbare antwoord verkry kon word,” verduidelik Dr Carel Muller, bekende navorser by die Departement wat reeds baie erkenning ontvang het vir sy werk en kundigheid veral in terme van melkproduksie.  “Hierdie groter kudde sal meebring dat twee of drie proewe per jaar uitgevoer kan word in teenstelling met die enkele proef wat soms oor ‘n tydperk van drie tot vier jaar geduur het.”  Nie slegs sal navorsing meer effektief kan plaasvind nie, maar sal die ook moontlik wees om opkomende boere vinniger van geneties verbeterde vee te voorsien vir die ontwikkeling en versterking van hul eie kuddes.  Die Elsenburg melkbeeskudde is ook reeds vir baie jare ‘n integrale deel van die praktiese opleiding van voornemende melkboere.
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