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STATEMENT BY COBUS DOWRY 

WESTERN CAPE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

STATUS REPORT ON AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS 

Almost six weeks ago the fact that cases of African Horse Sickness were detected in the Worcester and Robertson districts of the Western Cape Province was made public.  To ensure that the public is kept informed about the status of this disease outbreak the present situation is outlined below.

The disease has been diagnosed on six properties in the Breede River valley on the border between the Worcester and Robertson districts.  The diagnosis has been confirmed through virus isolation and identification procedures performed on samples taken from horses that died.  The test result from a seventh property is still awaited.  In total eighteen horses showed clinical signs of the disease and of these eight have died and two were put down.

Veterinary Services of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture is however confident that the disease outbreak has been effectively contained.  This assessment is based on the following:

·
The disease has not spread beyond a radius of about fifteen kilometres from the property where the first case was found and has remained within the Breede valley, where conditions are more suitable for the midges transmitting the disease.

·
During the last two weeks the number of new cases has been less than the new cases detected during the two previous weeks.

·
Weather conditions are changing rapidly. The onset of colder temperatures dramatically reduces midge population numbers, thus decreasing transmission of the disease-causing virus.

It however remains very important that the control measures, introduced at the start of the outbreak, must remain in place.  The following control measures regarding the movement of horses, mules, donkeys and zebras are still applicable:

1.
The arrangement for horses to "stand over" in the AHS control zone before entering the surveillance or free zones is still suspended.  The widespread occurrence of the disease in other parts of the country does not allow for any relaxing of this restriction.

2.
The following restrictions on the movement of horses, donkeys, mules and zebras, within or through the Worcester and Robertson districts, also remain in place:

·
The movement of such animals between individual properties within the magisterial districts of Worcester and Robertson of the Western Cape Province may not take place.

·
Horses from outside the surveillance zone may only move into the surveillance and free zones if they meet all the requirements specified in the protocol that has been in effect since 1997.  Because the disease has become widespread in the rest of the country, few if any, horses are expected to meet these requirements at present.  Their movement through the Worcester district will be on the following conditions:

i.
Movement permits must be obtained from the State Veterinarian in the area from where the animals are moving before horses are transported.  The necessary notification of the movement must be done prior to departure.

ii.
Vehicles transporting horses may only travel on the N1 highway through the Worcester district and may not turn off the N1 within Worcester magisterial district.  The Worcester district stretches from Konstabel railway station (about halfway between Touwsrivier and Matjiesfontein) in the north up to the Rawsonville turnoff at the entrance to Du Toitskloof pass in the South. Along this route vehicles transporting horses may not stop for any protracted period of time and no horses may be up- or offloaded along this stretch of road. 

iii.
The transport of such animals along the N1 in the Worcester magisterial district may only take place during daylight between the hours of 08H00 and 17H00.

iv.
Horseboxes or trailers must be sprayed with insecticides and insect repellents before animals are loaded for transit through the Worcester magisterial district.

Owners of horses are again reminded of the measures that can be taken to prevent their animals from contracting the disease:

·
Vaccinate all horses according to the directions for AHS vaccine.  It may be prudent to vaccinate younger foals, even if they have to be revaccinated within another few months.

·
Where possible horses should be stabled from late afternoon to mid-morning.

·
Keep horses out of low lying or marshy camps from late afternoon to mid-morning

·
Apply insect repellents and insecticides suitable for horses, particularly where animals cannot be stabled

On behalf of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture I want to express appreciation for the cooperation of all parties concerned in assisting with implementing effective control measures.
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WES-KAAP MINISTER VAN LANDBOU

STATUS VERSLAG OOR AFRIKA PERDESIEKTE 

Ongeveer ses weke gelede is bekend gemaak dat Afrika Perdesiekte uitgebreek het op die grens tussen die Worcester en Robertson distrikte in die Wes-Kaap.  Om te verseker dat die publiek op hoogte gehou word van die uitbreking word die huidige situasie hieronder uiteengesit.

Die siekte is op ses persele in die Breederiviervallei op die grens tussen die  Worcester en Robertson distrikte gediagnoseer.  Die diagnoses is bevestig deur virus isolasies en identifikasie prosedures wat uitgevoer is op monsters van perde wat dood is.  Die toetsresultate van 'n sewende perseel is nog nie bekend nie.  In totaal het agtien perde kliniese tekens van die siekte getoon en van hierdie diere is agt dood en twee is van kant gemaak.  

Veeartsenydiens van die Wes-Kaapse Departement van Landbou is egter vol vertroue dat hierdie siekte uitbraak effektief in toom gehou kan word,  gebaseer op die volgende:

·
Die siekte het nie buite 'n radius van ongeveer vyftien kilometer om die perseel waar die eerste geval voorgekom het versprei nie en bly steeds beperk tot die Breede-riviervallei, waar omstandighede gunstig vir die oordraer muggies is.

·
Gedurende die laaste twee weke het beduidend minder nuwe gevalle voorgekom as in die voorafgaande twee weke.

·
Met die koms van die winter en gepaardgaande daling in temperature, behoort muggiegetalle skerp af te neem.  Dit vertraag die oordrag van hierdie siekte met gevolglik al hoe minder kliniese gevalle.

Dit is egter baie belangrik dat die beheer maatreëls wat in werking getree het met die aanvang van die uitbraak steeds van krag bly.  Die volgende beheer maatreëls rakende die beweging van perde, muile, donkies en zebras bly steeds van krag:

1.
Die reëling dat perde mag 'oorstaan' in die Afrika perdesiekte Beheer area voordat hulle in die Waarnemings- of Vry Sones mag inbeweeg, bly steeds opgehef.  Die wydverspreide voorkoms van die siekte in ander dele van die land laat nie toe dat hierdie maatreël verslap word nie.

2.
Die volgende beperkings op die beweging van perde, muile, donkies en zebras binne of deur die Worcester en Robertson landdrosdistrikte bly ook steeds van krag:

·
Geen beweging van sulke diere tussen persele binne die Worcester en Robertson landdrosdistrikte van die Wes-Kaap Provinsie mag plaasvind nie.

·
Perde van buite die Waarnemingsone mag slegs die Waarnemings- en Vry Sones binnegaan as hulle voldoen aan die protokol vereistes wat reeds sedert 1997 van krag is.  Omdat die siekte so wydverspreid in ander dele van die land voorkom, word verwag dat min of geen perde tans aan hierdie vereistes sal voldoen.  Hulle beweging deur die Worcester distrik is onderworpe aan die volgende addisionele vereistes:

a.
Bewegings permitte moet van die Staatsveearts in die area vanwaar die diere kom, bekom word voordat perde vervoer word.  Die nodige vooraf kennisgewing van die beplande beweging moet ook voor vertrek gedoen word.

b.
Die voertuie wat sulke perde vervoer mag slegs op die N1 snelweg deur die Worcester distrik reis en mag nie van die N1 afdraai binne die Worcester distrik nie.  Die Worcester distrik strek vanaf Konstabel spoorwegstasie (omtrent halfpad tussen Touwsrivier en Matjiesfontein) in die Noorde, tot by die Rawsonville afdraai voor Du Toitskloofpas in die Suide.  Op hierdie roete mag voertuie wat perde vervoer nie lank stop nie en geen perde mag op- of afgelaai word langs hierdie roete nie. 

c.
Die vervoer van sulke diere op die N1 in die Worcester distrik mag slegs tussen 08H00 en 17H00 plaasvind.

d.
Die binnekant van voertuie waarin perde karwy word moet met insekdoders bespuit word voordat die diere gelaai word vir die vervoer deur die Worcester landdrosdistrik.

Eienaars van perde word weereens herinner aan maatreëls wat kan help met die voorkoming van hierdie siekte:

·
Alle perde behoort geënt te word volgens die voorskrifte van die Perdesiekte entstof.  Dit mag selfs nodig wees om jong vullens van geënte merries selfs voor 6 maande ouderdom te ent, al sou die enting na 'n paar maande herhaal moet word.

·
Waar moontlik moet perde op stal gehou word, veral vanaf laat middag tot midoggend

·
Hou perde uit laagliggende of nat kampe, veral saans, deur die nag tot midoggend. 

·
Gebruik insek afweermiddels wat geregistreer is vir perde, veral vir diere wat nie oornag op stal gehou kan word nie.

Namens die Wes-Kaapse Departement van Landbou wil ek graag waardering uitspreek vir die samewerking wat van alle belanghebbenes verkry is om effektiewe beheermaatreëls in plek te stel.
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