Breeding ostriches on auction

The second ostrich auction based on breeding values will be held on the 11th May 2005 at the Outshoorn Experimental Farm of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture.  The Western Cape Ostrich Producers Association’s general annual meeting, which is open to the public, will also take place on the same day and will include various topical lectures of value to the industry.  

Approximately eighty young breeding birds will come under the hammer.  Last year 91 ostriches were sold and the highest price paid for a young breeding male was R5000 while a young breeding female reached R4900. 

These ostriches are selected in terms of breeding values calculated from existing pedigree records based on accurate record keeping and a structured breeding programme in existence from 1991.  Prof. Schalk Cloete, specialist researcher, responsible for the breeding programme, annually selects ostriches for specific characteristics, such as weight,  chick production and egg production.

Breeding birds with known genetic merit will be presented.  Breeding values give an indication of the genetic potential of the bird based on information of all animals related to the specific bird, as well as from the bird’s own available information.  

This auction makes excellent breeding material available to the industry with the aim of enabling producers to reach higher production targets and thus benefiting the ostrich industry.   

The Western Cape Ostrich Producers Association’s meeting will commence at 09:00 and the auction at 14:00.  Ostrich producers can contact William Gertenbach, Head: Institute for Animal Production (Elsenburg), at tel. (021) 808 5221 or Zanell Brand, Technician (Oudtshoorn) at tel. (044) 272 6077 for more information. 

