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National Young Female Farmer of the Year prize shared
Doret Smit of Laingsburg was crowned as the national Young Female Farmer of the Year at a gala function held in Pretoria over the weekend. She shares this prestigious prize with Lindie van Deventer from the Northern Cape who farms with approximately 1200 dorper sheep in the region of Prieska. 

Doret was recently chosen as the Western Cape winner in the category Top Producer for National Markets in the provincial finals of the national Female Farmer competition run by the Department of Agriculture.

The 28-year-old Doret grows wine grapes on 15 hectares of land on her farm Wilgefontein. The almost 600 tons of grapes are sold to the De Doorns cellar. She also cultivates apricots and peaches, as well as vegetable seed. 

Doret Smit is excited and optimistic about the future of agriculture and especially the role that women have to play in this previously male-dominated environment. “Today’s female farmers are modern, professional and eager to learn. We know how to use the technology available, but are just as open to advice from more experienced producers.” Her vision for agriculture: "that all producers, irrespective of race or gender, will peacefully co-exist and respect each other". 
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On the photo - ltr: Doret Smit receives her trophy from Ms Thoko Didiza, minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs, with Ms Bongi Njobe, director-general of Agriculture, watching. 
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