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DEPARTMENT: AGRICULTURE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Media Release

Immediate release

LAUNCH OF COMPREHENSIVE AGRICULTURE SUPPORT PROGRAMME (CASP)
Today the Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs, Ms Thoko Didiza, launched the Comprehensive Agriculture Support Programme (CASP) in Boston, KwaZulu​-Natal. The programme is a post-settlement support aimed at assisting Land Redistribution for Agricultural Development (LRAD), Settlement and Land Acquisition Grant (SLAG) beneficiaries. CASP will focus on the following generic areas: On and Off-farm Infrastructure, Information and Knowledge Management, Financial Assistance, Technical and Advisory Services, Training and Capacity Building as well as Marketing and Business Development.

The Minister encouraged beneficiaries to create jobs, improve livelihoods of their neighbours and contribute towards food security and in this way CASP will have succeeded. She also praised the neighbouring commercial farmers for being supportive. According to the Minister, this has meant that the initial fear of some in the commercial sector has subsided and that there is now trust between government and farmers.

In cementing the public-private partnership, Ms Venete Klein, General Manager ABSA Business Banking Services, said ABSA has established a R250 million fund towards funding a 30% deposit for developing farmers who have no track record but have projects that make financial business sense. She went on to say that ABSA also wants to work in partnership with Land Bank to increase the fund.

Today, apart from the R85 000 handed over to Engandini Farmers Trust for off-farm infrastructure, a further R110 000 has been earmarked for dairy infrastructure on the farm.

In accepting the funds, Mr J Maduna, the Chairperson of Engadini Farmers’ Trust, expressed gratitude that finally the government is delivering on its promises. He said "Those who feared that we will turn these farms into squatter camps have been proven wrong." He further promised the Minister that the effort will not be in vain as the beneficiaries aim to make the venture a sustainable and successful one.

Government has committed R200 million for CASP in this financial year. The programme will cover all nine provinces of the Republic.
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