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23 July 2004

NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CROP ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

Annual winter grain estimate to start in August

Grain farmers in the Western Cape will be surveyed in August to determine their winter grain forecasts. The Department of Agriculture’s annual winter grain crop estimate project will start on 2 August in the Western Cape, Free State and Northern Cape. Field workers will visit the farmers or contact them telephonically. 

The crop estimate project is managed by the Department’s Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) to provide agricultural decision-makers an indication of expected winter grain production. The grain industry also uses the information to plan for marketing, transport and storage. 

Bully Botma, chairman of Grain SA, says Grain SA supports the crop estimate project and asked grain producers to co-operate. “It is in all role-players interest that sufficient and accurate information is collected and I want to encourage farmers to participate. Crop forecasts provide valuable information that the producer can use to make informed decisions.”

Trained field workers will visit randomly selected farms or telephonically contact producers in the Western Cape, Free State and Northern Cape’s grain producing areas until 16 August to collect data on areas planted and expected production. The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) is responsible for the quality control of the surveys. The information collected will be statistically applied to each province to estimate areas planted. 

The Crop Estimates Committee uses scientific methods and modern technology such as geographical information systems, remote sensing technology, satellite images and global positioning systems as well as an Internet database to ensure accurate results. This system was developed to improve the reliability and accuracy of the forecasts. 

Rodney Dredge, chairman of the CEC, says the information provided by the farmers is confidential and will only be used for crop forecasting purposes. All field workers will wear a green identification band with the wording ‘Oesskattings / Crop estimates’ as well as an identification card.

More information can be obtained from Rodney Dredge, Faith Hawkins of Rona Beukes, tel (012) 319-8453/8036/8032; fax (012) 319-8031 or e-mail: smas@nda.agric.za/ FaithH@nda.agric.za/ RonaB1@nda.agric.za
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