PRESS RELEASE 
Friday, July 23, 2004
 

AGRI WES-CAPE ANNUAL CONGRESS - 28 JULY 2004

 

The organisation for Western Cape agricultural producers, Agri Wes-Cape, will host its annual congress next week at Goudini conference centre near Worcester.  
 

Speakers will be Agri SA president, Japie Grobler, and Agri Wes-Cape president, Christof Cloete. 
 

Some of the issues to be discussed will be: 
 

Fair competition on international and local markets: The congress will discuss the negative impact of subsidised agricultural imports on local agricultural and processing industries. It will focus on the importance of direct investments and job creation for the long-term economic welfare of agriculture and people living in rural areas. 
 

It will also point out to Government how legislation and present policies are making it very difficult for producers to create more job opportunities and train employers, and how this impacts on agriculture's ability to earn foreign exchange and act as a catalyst for rural development and the promotion of tourism. 
 

One taxation structure on local government level: The implementation of one taxation structure on local government level, terminating dual taxations for owners of agricultural land.  
Disaster relief: The congress will discuss clear-cut norms and guidelines in order to provide for the special requirements of small farmers. It will request the Western Cape Department of Agriculture to undertake a scientific survey of carrying capacity norms for farms in the Western Cape Province and that landowners be informed accordingly.
 

Affiliation fees for members of agricultural associations: Congress will debate the possible restructuring of affiliation and membership fees presently applying to agricultural associations. 
 

Agricultural training: Congress debates the current situation pertaining to agricultural training and requests a comprehensive analysis of the demand for agricultural training across the entire spectrum. 
 

Community development: Congress discusses the abuse of social welfare grants ("All Pay") to purchase liquor and drugs and the consequent disintegration of the family structure and degeneration of rural communities, with the associated problems, such as malnutrition, the neglect of children and truancy at schools. 
 

The congress will request that positive steps be taken to expedite the upliftment of rural communities, with specific emphasis on farm workers and their families, by giving renewed momentum to rural community development programmes and, in this spirit, to launch a provincial "Farm Worker of the Year Competition".
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