Statement by the Western Cape Minister of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, Johan Gelderblom, on African Horse Sickness (AHS)
2 April 2004

A property in the Kalbaskraal area (off the N7 in the direction of Malmesbury) and several properties in the Durbanville/Klipheuwel area have been placed under quarantine due to suspected cases of African Horse Sickness occurring in the area. Laboratory results of samples taken from these cases are being awaited. Under special permit conditions and on an individual basis horses may be allowed to exit the quarantined areas later this month to be transported to the AHS Infected Zone (area outside the Western Cape Control Area) to participate in equine events. When they return, special quarantine will be imposed with horses being kept in quarantine in the Protection Zone for a period not less than 21 days. The State Veterinarian Boland will consider and control these movements.

The J&B Met Stakes will be run on Saturday 3 April 2004 at Kenilworth. Two horses from an infected area in Gauteng were scratched due to AHS outbreaks in close proximity to their stables in Gauteng. All other entrants come from areas that do not pose an unacceptable risk of AHS transmission and are being moved under permits issued by the relevant Provincial Veterinary authorities.

I would like to emphasize that officials of the Department have done an excellent job in limiting the spread of African Horse Sickness in the Western Cape. Although this is an enormously difficult task, I feel that every possible avenue has been explored, and that the situation is being controlled in the best possible way: Johan Gelderblom.

Enquiries: Ossie Gibson 082 908 5641

Addendum from Dr Pieter Koen, Directorate Veterinary Services

SITUATION REPORT 2 April

AHS OUTBREAK STELLENBOSCH and Surrounding DISTRICTS

Abbreviations used: 


AHS = African horse sickness

OVI = Agricultural Research Council Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute

EVRL = University of Pretoria Faculty of Veterinary Science Equine Virology Research Laboratory

PCR = Polymerase Chain Reaction

ELISA = Enzyme Linked ImmunoSorbent Assay

CF(T) = Complement Fixation (Test)

PVL = Stellenbosch Provincial Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

PM = post mortem examination

Summary: There are several clinical cases with results pending, but no deaths.   All quarantines previously declared remain in force. As the precise extent of the infection is not accurately known, horse owners in the rest of the Surveillance and Free Zones are requested to limit horse movements to an absolute minimum.

A. DEATHS

Saturday 31st January 2004

1.Horse (Percheron) named Mariaan (mare, 1½ years old, unvaccinated) died peracutely at about 18h00 on Elsenburg Agricultural Research (S 33:50:30.6 E 18:49:49.2) Farm in the Stellenbosch District. The horse was seen by the private veterinarian who suspected annual rye grass toxicity (ARGT). A post mortem was done as well as histopathology, but no specific diagnosis was made by the private pathologist. Serum was collected but not sent away to the laboratory until 25/02/04 when other cases died on the farm. This case tested positive on PCR (EDTA blood sample) at the OVI on 01/03/2004. Serum samples tested negative on ELISA performed at the OVI and gave a 160 CF titre at the EVRL.

Saturday 21st February 

2. Horse (Percheron) named Marinda (mare, 3½ years old, unvaccinated, pregnant) died peracutely on Elsenburg at about 19h00. Again seen by private veterinarian who also surmised ARGT due to the previous death of the other horse on the same property 3 weeks earlier. No post mortem performed and horse buried on the farm. 

Sunday 22nd February

3. Horse (Percheron) named Michelle (mare, 2½ years old, unvaccinated) died acutely on Elsenburg. Showed ataxia and nervous signs. No response to treatment (MgSO4 and dopamine) and died over night. Post mortem done on Monday 23 March 2004 at the PVL. AHS diagnosed by viral isolation and typed as AHS serotype 1 by the OVI and the EVRL.

4. Horse (Percheron) named Laura (mare, 2½ years old, unvaccinated) died acutely on Elsenburg following initial detection early in the morning. Post mortem done at the PVL on Monday morning and samples taken and sent to the OVI and the EVRL. AHS diagnosed by viral isolation and typed as AHS serotype 1 by the OVI and the EVRL.

Tuesday 24th February 

5. Horse (Percheron) named Mara (mare, 4½ years old, in utero when dam vaccinated in 1999) died acutely on Elsenburg. Post mortem done at PVL indicated AHS on macroscopic pathology. OVI cultured AHS virus. Typing pending.

6. Horse (Pony) Humphrey, aged 24 years, died on a farm off the Bottelary road in the district of Kuilsriver, about 9 kilometres west-south-west of Elsenburg. Became ill on 19th February and was previously unvaccinated. Seven other horses on the farm were unaffected. Post mortem not typical of AHS. Positive AHS viral culture (from blood clot) at OVI. Typing pending.

Thursday 26th February 

7. Horse (SA Saddle horse) unnamed foal, 8 months of age and unvaccinated, died peracutely in the afternoon on a farm about 4 kilometres outside Stellenbosch alongside the Eerste River (10 km's south of Elsenburg). Showed symptoms of weakness and ataxia a few hours before death. Positive on viral culture at OVI (organs) and Capture ELISA (organs) at the EVRL. Typing pending.

Saturday 28th February 

8. Horse (Apaloosa) named Murphy Brown, approx. 26 years old and no known vaccination against AHS, died early hours of the morning following clinical symptoms for 3 days on a farm off the Annandale road about 8 kilometers form Stellenbosch (about 4 km's south of Troughend). Symptoms began 25th February. Capture ELISA positive at EVRL and AHS virus isolated by OVI. EVRL typed this as AHS serotype 1.

Tuesday 9th March 

9. Horse (Thoroughbred) named Bow Street Belle (mare, 14 years old, vaccinated annually * last vaccination during May 2003) euthanased at a stud farm on the Stellenbosch- Somerset West district boundary, about 19 kilometres due south from Elsenburg. This animal was ill for at least a week before being put down. OVI found blood samples positive on PCR, EVRL cultured virus which tested positive on Capture ELISA.

Saturday 13th March

10. A second horse (Apaloosa X) named Calypso (mare, 5 years old, unvaccinated) died on a farm after becoming ill on the 3rd March. Post mortem was typical of AHS. Laboratory results still pending.

Wednesday 17th March

11. Horse (pony) named Bruin Perd died acutely after becoming ill on evening of 15/03/04 on a farm about 6 kilometres from Stellenbosch along the Eerste River valley. This animal was vaccinated on 2nd March 2004 with the first bottle of AHS vaccine and remained on pastures without use of insect repellant. The post mortem was typical for AHS. The EVRL obtained a positive Capture ELISA on 1st tissue culture passage. The OVI obtained serological readings of 1:128 on CFT and 22 600 on Indirect ELISA. 

Another horse on this property died acutely on the 25th February but was not reported by the owner until about 7 days after its burial. No samples could thus be collected to confirm the diagnosis.

There are 5 zebra on this property - 2 pregnant mares and 3 foals (9-11 months old). The foals were darted and sampled (EDTA and Heparin blood and serum) on 17 March. CFT results from the OVI returned 2 cases as anti-complementary and a negative titre and all Indirect ELISA titres were negative.

12. A foal (SA Saddle horse) (8 months old, vaccinated on 27th February 2004 with 1st fraction of AHS vaccine) died on a farm after starting to show symptoms on the 10th  March. Typical PM. Capture ELISA on organs was positive at the EVRL.

Thursday 18th March 

13. Horse (Thoroughbred) named Special Edition (8 year old mare with foal at foot, vaccinated annually, last vaccinated May 2003) died on a farm after becoming ill on the 15th March. Typical PM. Blood sample taken on 15th March gave a positive PCR at the OVI. Results on organs pending. 

Friday 19th March 

14. American saddler horse died near Muldersdrift Farm stall, three km's west of Elsenburg. Carcass only found on 22nd and then buried by owner without PM. Not vaccinated. Samples were taken from exhumed carcass and sent to OVI. Results pending. On his property 12/16 horses were bled on the 12th March - 4 had positive CFT titres . 

Monday 22nd March 

15. Boerperd died on a farm off the Spes Bona Road (just off the R312) between Durbanville and Klipheuwel (magisterial district of Bellville). This property is approximately 16 km's northwest of Elsenburg. Horses run wild on property and have an unknown vaccine history, but probably unvaccinated. Prior to the one horse succumbing, they had been grazing next to a vlei. Horse death reported initially by passers-by and post mortem done on 23rd March at the PVL. Samples sent to OVI. Positive PCR results were obtained from spleen and lung samples.

Wednesday 24th March 

16. Acute death of Thoroughbred foal (the foal of the mare that died on this property on the18th March 2004) at a stud farm. This animal had not been vaccinated and had been stabled since dam's death. Positive Capture ELISA from EVRL on organ samples. Rest of results pending.

Sunday 28th March 

17. Horse died peracutely on a plot just outside Kalbaskraal about 15 kilometres south of Malmesbury and about 32 kilometres northwest of Elsenburg. PM performed at PVL on 29th  March and appeared typical for AHS. Samples sent to OVI. Results pending.

