Press release from the Western Cape Department of Agriculture

African Horse Sickness: Situation Update 29 March 2004

Samples taken from a horse that died in the Spes Bona area (between Durbanville and Klipheuwel) tested positive on the Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test at the Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute late on Friday 26 March 2004. Veterinary Services for the Department of Agriculture is handling this as a confirmed case of African horse sickness, until proven otherwise. Surrounding properties with horses or donkeys were placed under quarantine on Saturday 27 March 2004.

The horses on this property, which is about 1 000 metres away from an extensive vlei area, were not vaccinated as they run free on the property. The remaining 5 horses on the property will immediately be vaccinated and moved away from the low-lying areas of the property.

In another suspected case, a horse died yesterday (Sunday 28 March 2004) next to Kalbaskraal, off the N7 in the direction of Malmesbury. The clinical signs and post mortem results are strongly indicative of African horse sickness. Samples have been taken and submitted to Onderstepoort and a preliminary result is expected by Thursday.

In the interim, a cautious approach will be taken and surrounding properties quarantined. An in-depth survey of properties surrounding this holding has already been initiated. Additional stocks of vaccine will also be made available to private veterinarians for the vaccination of horses in these high-risk areas.

In both of the above cases it is thought that the spread of the disease was caused by a natural spread of the vectors (Culicoides spp. midges) in a northerly direction, depending on the prevailing wind patterns. 

The cooperation of horse owners in the following areas to limit horse movements to an absolute minimum, will be greatly appreciated:

· Joostenbergvlakte

· Durbanville

· Klipheuwel

· Kalbaskraal

· Philadelphia

Owners in the high-risk areas are also strongly advised to have their horses vaccinated against African horse sickness if they have not been vaccinated in the past 12 months. Horses should also not be kept near vleis, rivers and other low-lying areas and should be stabled at night if at all possible. The twice-daily (mornings and late afternoons) use of insect repellants is also strongly advised. All instances of horses becoming ill should be reported without delay to a private veterinarian or local state vet.

Enquiries:
Dr James Kitching 082 658 7775 

