African Horse sickness

The results of tests at Onderstepoort are being awaited, following four more deaths of horses during the past week, probably from African Horse sickness. If confirmed, the four deaths will take the tally to 13 since February.

The Western Cape Minister of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning Johan Gelderblom says in a statement that all the deaths have occurred in a radius of a few kilometres from Stellenbosch.

“It seems that measures to control the disease, such as restricting movement, innoculation and sickness management have had the desired effect in curbing the spread of the disease, which is borne by midges.

Since the disease is still active in the Stellenbosch area, along the R44 road between the town and Somerset West and west of Stellenbosch 

the measures must remain in place.

“The first dose of vaccine was administered three weeks ago. This dose carried the viral strain we are dealing with, and we are nearing the height of the immunity build-up. In order to avoid confusing vaccine reactions, the Department has appealed to horse owners and veterinary surgeons not to administer the second dosis until four weeks after the first one.  

“Following the first diagnosis, no more certificates for exports were issued and we informed the EU accordingly. The EU confirmed the temporary suspension this week. At this stage the situation does not affect horse racing, including the Met", Gelderblom said. 

