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Another two cases of African Horse Sickness have been confirmed, bringing the total since last month to eight. Veterinary Services of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture announced this morning that new cases have been confirmed on properties on the Anandale road and the Bottelary road just outside the boundaries of the Stellenbosch magisterial district. Samples from additional highly suspect cases on properties along the R44 in the direction of Somerset West, as well as in the Franschhoek area are currently being tested at Onderstepoort. Results are expected by early next week.

Although it seems that the disease has spread, all indications are that it is still limited mainly to the Stellenbosch magisterial district. Officials of the Department have visited more than 1150 properties with a total horse population of approximately 3050 to obtain data and samples in order to monitor the possible spread of the disease. Approximately 1000 doses vaccine have already been administered within a 20km radius of Elsenburg by private veterinarians and officials of the Department.

The complete ban on the movement of horses within the surveillance and free zone and other low risk areas is currently being softened in the light of the limited spreading of the disease. However normal control measures regarding the control of African Horse Sickness will continue to be valid. The ban on the movement of horses in the Stellenbosch magisterial district and identified high-risk areas outside of the district (Franschhoek and Bottelary road) will remain in place. The ban on movement is relevant to all horses, donkeys, mules and zebras and includes movement to, from, within and through the mentioned areas.

The Minister of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning Johan Gelderblom says he is satisfied that the right steps have been taken since last month and that the situation is under control. He expressed his appreciation for the cooperation from private veterinarians, owners of horses and especially from the traffic and police services. "Their support greatly contributed to the limited spreading of the disease", Gelderblom said .

Owners of horses are advised to continue the stabling of horses and stringent insect control. Additional information as well as the press releases are available on the Department's website under the media link at www.elsenburg.com 

Enquiries:
James Kitching



082 658 7775



(021) 887 0324

