AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS: WESTERN CAPE

Joint Press release by the Minister of Agriculture, Western Cape and Gold Circle racing on the control of African Horse sickness in the Western Cape: 29 February 2004.

Embargo: Immediate release

Officials of the Directorate of Veterinary Services of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture and representatives of the horse racing industry met at Somerset-West today to discuss the continuation of races at Kenilworth on Monday and Tuesday. The Minister of Agriculture of the Western Cape, Johann Gelderblom, later joined the meeting.

After all the risk factors and the current disease situation was taken into consideration, it was agreed that the races on Monday and Tuesday can take place but under very stringent control measures laid down by the Director of Veterinary Services, Dr Gideon Brückner. The limited movement of race-horses to Kenilworth from racing stables at Noordhoek, Phillipi, Rondeberg and Milnerton will be allowed but not from high risk areas such as Paarl. Movement will be allowed under the following conditions: 

Only horses with valid African horse sickness vaccination certificates certified within the last twelve months by a veterinarian may move to Kenilworth racecourse on Monday and Tuesday. This does not apply to horses based at Kenilworth or Milnerton as they are normally not vaccinated when resident in the free area. 

Both horse transport vehicles and horses must be sprayed with insecticides prior to embarkation and off loading.

All horses moved to the race must be certified by a veterinarian as fit and healthy with specific reference to temperature. The vetirinarian must also declare the premises free of any infectious disease for the period  four weeks prior to the date of movement.

Horses will not be allowed to move 2 hours before sunset (17H00) or 2 hours before sunrise (09H00).

All movements have to be approved by the state veterinarian Boland whose office will issue a permit (red-cross permit) for movement.  The state veterinarian Boland can  be contacted on  Fax 021 808 5125 or Tel 021 808 5026 or 021 808 5453.

Due to this current outbreak of African Horse Sickness, Western Cape Veterinary Services are unable to certify horses for export from the Western Cape African Horse sickness free-zone under the current protocol. It was agreed that the protocol control measures be looked at in detail for future improvement.

For racing to continue, the control measures will be strictly monitored with the help of the SA police and traffic authorities. It has also been agreed that the racing industry will assist the Western Cape Veterinary Services in legal action against anyone contravening the movement restrictions. 

Johann Gelderblom expressed his sincere appreciation for the spirit of co-operation between his Department of Agriculture, the horse racing industry and public. He reiterated that all of us have a commitment to make certain that the outbreak of African Horse Sickness does not spread any further. The situation will be re-evaluated again on Thursday when more information will be available on the further spread of the disease.
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