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Elsenburg wins the day
The 2003 Elsenburg rugby team once again built on its proud rugby tradition and its winning culture at the 34th PANNAR SA Agricultural Colleges Rugby Week that was hosted by the 105-year-old Elsenburg College of Agriculture outside Stellenbosch.  Elsenburg beat the Potchefstroom team with a score of 10-0 in a titanic final on Friday afternoon, 4 July 2003.  This victory adds another notch to Elsenburg’s record of 26 previous tournament wins.  

Both teams played excellent rugby and saw to it that the spectators were treated to a nail-biting finish.  The point scorers for this match were:

· Elsenburg try – Pieter Stoffberg

· Elsenburg conversion – D Geldenhuys

· Elsenburg penalty - D Geldenhuys

Elsenburg, the winning team, scored a total of 40 tries with no tries against them during the whole week of play.  The following trophies were presented at the ceremony after the last match was played:  

· IPJ du Plessis Winners Trophy – Elsenburg (received by captain Gert van Wyk)

· Glen Cup for the runner up team - Potchefstroom

· Louis Luyt Trophy for the most tries scored by a team – Elsenburg (40)

· Boland Bank Trophy for the most constructive rugby played - Elsenburg

· Willie van Zijl Trophy for the best match of the week – Potchefstroom & Lowveld

· Joe Venter Trophy for the best forward during the week – Faan Basson, Elsenburg (flanker)

· PANNAR Trophy for the best back player – D Geldenhuys, Elsenburg (fly half)

The six colleges that compete for the IPJ du Plessis Winners Trophy are Lowveld at Nelspruit, Grootfontein at Middelburg (Cape province), Potchefstroom, Cedara near Pietermaritzburg, Elsenburg and Saasveld (PE Technikon George Campus).  The tournament is played on a Round Robin basis and lot draws competitors for the different days beforehand.  The winner is the team that accumulates the most points from day one.  

A Pannar SA Agricultural Colleges team was chosen and consists of the following players:

P van der Merwe (Potch), J Burger (Potch), P Stoffberg (Elsenburg), J Jonker (Saasveld), H Snyman (Elsenburg), D Geldenhuys (Elsenburg), H Kotze (Elsenburg), AC Lawrence (Potch), W Graff (Saasveld), F Basson (Elsenburg), R Maree (Elsenburg), T du Toit (Elsenburg), P Joubert (Elsenburg), MT Harris (Potch) and LR Botha (Potch).

Photographs of all trophy winners are available.  Do not hesitate to contact me on Monday, 7 July 2003 in this regard.
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Elsenburg captain, Gert van Wyk, receives the IPJ du Plessis Winners Trophee.
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