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Impumelelo – working together

Friday evening, 28 February 2003, the Western Cape Department of Agriculture was honoured at the Impumelelo Awards function held at Spier for their Calitzdorp river erosion protection works project.  

The Impumelelo Innovations Award Trust was established in 1999 and focuses on the eradication of poverty.  This is done through rewarding innovations in government and public-private partnerships that reduce poverty and address key developmental issues of national concern.

The criteria of the award centres round initiative and creativity in achieving stated objectives of improving the quality of life of poorer communities and individuals.  It also looks at sustainability and the value of the projects in teaching others new ideas and good practices for poverty-reduction programmes.

During March 2000, the catchment area of Gamka River experienced high intensity rainfall that caused large-scale floods and flood damage.  Of particular interest is the erosion that took place near the town of Calitzdorp.  More than a 1000 meters along the river was seriously eroded, washing away orchards and vineyards on the riverbank for a width of more than 120 meters from the river, including the Irrigation Board’s canal.

As the Irrigation Board could not carry the financial burden of the erosion protection works funding had to obtained elsewhere.  The canal was repaired as a matter of urgency to reinstate water supply to the irrigated fields but the six meter high riverbank was still extremely vulnerable to erosion.  It was decided to build a series of groyns in the river to prevent further erosion and to promote natural vegetation to establish itself downstream of the groyns on the riverbank.  (A groyn is a wall constructed from wire baskets filled with various sizes of stones, built at a right angle with the riverbank and protruding into the river).

The Department of Agriculture allied with the Provincial Government as well as the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry for funding.  The Provincial Government of the Western Cape provided funds from their Poverty Alleviation Budget and the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry provided the balance from their Flood Relief Budget.  This innovative and valuable partnership between the National and Provincial Governments facilitated a solution to the problem.
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Unemployment in the Calitzdorp area creates huge socio-economic problems and poverty.  The project was designed to make optimal use of manual labour and thus an average of 100 people could be employed for a period of 3,5 months.

The unemployed community has also been empowered through the process through training to obtain the basic skills to do this kind of work as sub-contractors so that they do not have to be employed as casual labour.  Some of the group has already been used at similar projects in the area.
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