AGRI FEMINA 2003 honours women in agriculture

4-8 August 2003 is Agri Femina Week.  The Western Cape Department of Agriculture is honouring the role that women play in this previously male dominated sector through a diverse programme aimed at all women involved in agriculture at various levels.

For years agriculture has been viewed as the exclusive domain of men, while in fact, women have been responsible for food security for as long.  One of the challenges that the Department of Agriculture faces is that this perception has discouraged women to consider agriculture as a possible career.

One of the methods the Department employs to honour women for their vital contribution to agriculture and to encourage them to become involved in agriculture is the annual Female Farmer Competition.  The Department of Agriculture has now also decided to expand its focus beyond the female farmers of the province to all women in agriculture, such as female farm workers, agri-business women and female exporters of agricultural products.  Thus, the week leading up to National Women’s Day, 4-8 August 2003, will be dedicated to the empowerment and encouragement of all women in agriculture. 

The programme will cater for the various groups on the different days with topics that would suit their specific needs.  

On Monday, 4 August, the Elsenburg College of Agriculture will be presenting a programme to a group of resource poor female farmers who has entered the 2003 Female Farmer Competition in the category for household use production.  The focus of the course will be community development to empower them as role models in the communities where they live.  

Tuesday, 5 August, caters for all women involved in commercial farming.  The programme covers subjects such as market research by Markinor, a presentation on what the consumer wants by Woolworths, the Dummies Guide to Euregap: Tracking and Tracing, and the issue of costing models.

The Department, together with the Cape Women’s Forum, will be presenting a programme to a group of female farm workers trained by the Forum as health workers on the various farms in the region.  

Thursday, 7 August, is dedicated to all businesswomen in the agricultural sector as well as those involved specifically in exports.  Presentations will cover the issues of free trade agreements, credit guarantees, market research and inspections of exported produce.

All programmes will be presented at Elsenburg farm, headquarters of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture, outside Stellenbosch.  Women interested in attending the various half day workshops can contact Charlene Nieuwoudt at (021) 808 5008 or charlenen@elsenburg.com for more information and registration forms.  Costs involved for women attending the days for women involved with commercial farming, agri-business and agricultural exports are R100 per person.  Closing date for entries is 25 July 2003.

