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Agriculture: the backbone of rural development

INTRODUCTION

Madame Speaker, Mr Premier and Honourable Members, in the book of Proverbs we find the words: “Where there is no vision, the people perish”. 

I have a vision where the people of our province have enough food, where the farmers – be they commercial or resource-poor – and their workers have healthy and prosperous lives, where our precious resources are handled with respect, and where agriculture takes its rightful place on the demanding and ever-changing world markets.

Ek wil my kollega, Minister Rasool, gelukwens met die begroting wat hy vroeër vandeesmaand ter tafel gelê het en die Provinsie bedank vir die groter deel wat nou vir landbou beskore is.  Ek glo vandag dat ons in die volgende finansiële jaar aansienlik nader sal beweeg aan die praktiese uitvoering van my visie.

My visie, en dus ook vandag se begrotingsrede, is ten nouste verbind tot die doelwitte uiteengesit in die Nasionale Regering se nuwe Landboustrategie.  Hierdie strategie word onderskryf deur AgriSA, spreekbuis vir die kommersiële, en NAFU spreekbuis van die opkomende landbousektor van Suid-Afrika, en sal in die komende maande intensief bestudeer word om ons Provinsie se verantwoordelikhede te bepaal en die nodige aksies daarvolgens te neem. Dit is reeds duidelik dat die Tak Landbou aansienlik meer verantwoordelikheid sal moet neem om, as belangrike rolspeler binne Suid-Afrika, hieraan reg te laat geskied.

Landbou is toegewy aan die ontwikkeling van die landelike gebiede van die provinsie en sy mense deur te fokus op werk en welvaartskepping, sowel as voedselsekuriteit en voedselveiligheid.   Hierdie begroting en dié wat sal volg, sal toenemend hierdie aspekte onderskryf.

Ek voel geïnspireerd deur die magdom geleenthede wat binne landbou lê – geleenthede om werklik ‘n verskil te maak in die lewens van die inwoners van die Wes-Kaap.  Ek wil so ver gaan as om te sê Landbou is die ruggraat van landelike ontwikkeling.  Agriculture is the backbone of rural development.  

Landbou voorsien in die mens se mees basiese behoefte, naamlik die behoefte na kos.  Maar as ‘n mens na Maslow se bekende hiërargie van behoeftes kyk, voorsien Landbou ook in die hoogste vlak van menslike behoeftes, naamlik selfverwesenliking, deurdat ons mense help om hul drome waar te maak;  deur daardie mense wat met hulle hele wese begeer om ‘n boer te wees, by te staan en hand te vat.

HIER Lê ONS PRIORITEITE VANJAAR

Ek het gesê landbou is die ruggraat van landelike ontwikkeling, maar ‘n swak, wankelrige ruggraat is lewensgevaarlik, met erge gevolge vir die totale ekonomie van die Wes-Kaap.  Met die fondse aan ons toegeken deur die Provinsie vir die volgende finansiële jaar is ons vasbeslote om landbou te versterk en te ondersteun deur die geleenthede in uitkomste om te sit.

Vanjaar lyk ons PRIORITEITE dus soos volg:

· Om gelyke toegang tot deelname in die landbousektor te bewerkstellig en volhoubare landelike ontwikkeling te stimuleer;

· Om alle produsente se mededingendheid op plaaslike, sowel as nasionale en internasionale gebied te verhoog, en

· Om die kosbare hulpbronne tot die Wes-Kaap se beskikking, volhoubaar te benut en dit sodoende vir geslagte wat kom te bewaar.

1.
GELYKE TOEGANG TOT DEELNAME IN DIE LANDBOUSEKTOR EN LANDELIKE ONTWIKKELING

Without dwelling on the past we must admit that the present situation, also in agriculture, is a result of the past.  To quote FW Robertson: “There is a past which is gone forever, but there is a future which is still our own”. The encouraging thing is that what we do today will influence the future.  Through focused training programmes and the judicious  settlement of emerging farmers, we can create a healthier and more balanced picture of Agriculture in the Western Cape Province.

OPLEIDING

Een van die belangrikste maniere om gelyke toegang tot deelname in die landbousektor te verseker, is om voldoende aandag te skenk aan die voortgesette ontwikkeling van een van landbou se belangrikste hulpbronne: mense.  In hierdie opsig is dit belangrik om in gedagte te hou dat plaaswerkers, net soos die plaaseienaar / produsent, ‘n onmisbare skakel in die landbouketting vorm en doelgerig en doeltreffend ontwikkel moet word.   Om te verseker dat opleiding die korrekte aspekte aanspreek is ons tans besig met ‘n ondersoek na die behoeftes van veral plaaswerkers, beginnerboere en begunstigdes van die grondhervormingsprogram. In hierdie begroting word die bewilliging vir die Direktoraat Opleiding vanaf R13.9m na R20.9m verhoog waarvan R6.1m vir die bou van ‘n Voortgesette Onderwys fasiliteit gaan.

Kollegas, dit is eintlik ontstellend dat daar gedurende die afgelope aantal jare so min gedoen is ten opsigte van die ontwikkeling en kapasiteitsbou van plaaswerkers. Veral die opleiding van plaaswerkers, asook gemeenskaps-ontwikkelingsaksies op plase, het erg agterweë gebly.  

In die komende jaar beoog ons om baie spesifiek op die opleiding van plaaswerkers te fokus - nie slegs ten opsigte van tegniese vaardighede nie, maar ook ten opsigte van lewensvaardighede.  Die proses om kundige personeel vir dié doel aan te stel, is reeds aan die gang gesit.  

Die gewilligheid van die Departement alleen is egter nie voldoende om reg te laat geskied aan so ‘n belangrike aspek van die landbou nie. Elke plaaseienaar en produsent word dus ook uitgedaag om die ontwikkeling van hul mense as hoogste prioriteit te stel en om opnuut in hierdie bate te investeer.  Die aktiewe uitlewing en onderskrywing van die gedragskode soos aanvaar deur die lede van Agri Wes-Kaap, verdien in hierdie verband die volle ondersteuning van die Wes-Kaapse Regering.

Wat die toetrede van studente tot landbou-opleiding uit voorheen benadeelde groepe betref, was en is die kostefaktor nog altyd een van die groot struikelblokke.  

Dit is verblydend om te verneem dat daar weer vanjaar miljoene rande deur middel van die nasionale finansiële hulpskema vir studente aan tersiêre instellings beskikbaar gestel is. 

Terselfdertyd is dit ontstellend om te verneem dat studente wat aan Landboukolleges studeer van hierdie hulpskema uitgesluit word.  Die tragedie hiervan word eers besef as dit in aanmerking geneem word dat opleiding aan Landboukolleges veral gemik is op die behoeftes van landelike gemeenskappe en die ekonomie van landelike gebiede.  

Om hierdie onaanvaarbare situasie die hoof te bied, sal die Departement vanjaar poog om uit eie fondse ‘n finansiële hulpskema ten bedrae van R200 000 vir behoeftige landboukollegestudente tot stand te bring.

FARMER SETTLEMENT

Land is the fundamental essence for most South Africans. The process of Land Redistribution for Agricultural Development (LRAD) is one in which we believe and give great priority to.  The creation of a new Directorate responsible purely for Farmer Settlement is an indication of the high regard we have for the merits of this programme.

I am proud to announce that to date more than R24 million has been spent on the redistribution of land and settling of new farmers on three and a half thousand hectares throughout the Province. 

In doing so we have given close to a thousand resource-poor citizens a new lease on life.  During the next year we plan to spend R7 million on the settlement of new farmers and infrastructure development.

To date the Provincial Grants Committee has approved 16 farmer settlement projects.  Via this programme an additional 917 new farmers were added to the client base of the extension division during the course of 2001.  

What is of more concern is the current waiting list of registered LRAD projects.  At present 120 projects, with a total beneficiary number of more than 7 000, is registered in the province and priority will be given by the Department of Land Affairs to speed up the finalization of this backlog.  

All beneficiaries (new farmers) from the LRAD programme are ultimately the clients of the Extension Service and must receive the vital support and advisory assistance to ensure success and sustainability of enterprises.   As we believe in quality and not simply quantity in this regard, each project is carefully investigated and managed for long-term sustainability.

As you can well imagine, farming entails much more than having land.  To assist emerging farmers from the previously disadvantaged communities on the way to producing either for own consumption or for the various markets, thirty-eight infrastructure projects to the value of R5, 3 million have been funded.  Only with the necessary infrastructure can the vast agricultural opportunities and potential of the rural areas be exploited.

Honourable Members, the people we are serving in this instance count among the poorest in our Province – in a fight for survival, a tie or a split decision simply will not do. It will be my duty to approach this government for more funding in this regard. The new Directorate Farmer Settlement will have to be brought in line with the dire needs in rural areas. 

The Department has enough unfunded vacancies should we get the funds to fill them. Our poorest citizens are calling upon us to help them help themselves.  In this regard, the importance of extension services will be highlighted later on.

2.
BEVORDERING VAN MEDEDINGENDHEID – PLAASLIK, NASIONAAL EN INTERNASIONAAL

In die "global village" waarin ons leef is daar ongelukkig nie plek vir tweede-beste nie - net die beste kan oorleef.  Die Wes-Kaap Provinsie is die sterkste landbou uitvoerprovinsie in die land. Die implikasie hiervan vir die landbousektor in die Wes-Kaap is dat die "beste praktyk" in elke uitvoerproduk nie net iets is waarna gestreef behoort te word nie, maar dat dit die minimum vereiste vir oorlewing geword het!

Die landbouprodusent is geroepe om ‘n komplekse biologiese sisteem te bestuur – en moeder natuur het ons ongelukkig nie van ‘n instruksieboek voorsien nie.

Die mededingende posisie van 'n sektor word deur 'n hele aantal faktore bepaal.  In die verlede was die aard van die natuurlike produksiefaktore, beskikbaarheid van goedkoop arbeid en kapitaal normaalweg die basis van internasionale mededingendheid.  Hierdie tradisionele konsep van grond, kapitaal en arbeid word egter toenemend vervang deur kennis en inligting as bron van welvaart.  

Met ander woorde, die hulpbron alleen is nie meer goed genoeg nie, maar die tegnologie, as praktiese manifestering van kennis en inligting, wat gebruik word om die hulpbron te benut moet die internasionale beste praktyk weerspieël.  

Wetenskaplike navorsing om tegnologie te ontwikkel en pas te maak vir Suid-Afrikaanse toestande is die sleutel tot sukses. Daarom is die bewilliging vir navorsing R14,3 miljoen vir die komende jaar.

Ek maak dus hier 'n saak uit dat die Provinsie alles moontlik moet doen om die beste tegnologie vir ons produsente te ontwikkel, pas te maak en aan hulle oor te dra.  Ek sal weer terugkom na die inisiatiewe in hierdie verband.

A method available to escape from the treadmill of lower prices for mass produce is by differentiating our farming products.  Various methods are available to this end of which one is to use changing demand patterns of an increasingly affluent and aging global population.  

There is an old saying, "man with an empty belly has got one problem - but man with a full belly has many problems".  It is these "men with the full belly" that we are targeting and changing the "many problems" into opportunities for our producers.  

The basic argument is that food is not only an aggregate of nutrients, but food also consists out of non-tangible psychological characteristics.  

In other words, the specific production methods, culture, history and geography associated with the production of the product can add value to the product.  Especially some of our developing farmers, with imbued traditional production methods and cultural niches, may benefit from this development.  In this regard some of the initiatives that will be undertaken during the year are as follows:

a) The economic research on organic agriculture will continue during the year.  We are also making available a portion of one of our experiment farms for research on the production methods of organic products.  This area will be available to all interested parties, for instance the ARC and local Universities.

b) Two case studies (one from an established commercial and the other from a previously disadvantaged community) will be conducted during this year where it will be endeavoured to add specific geographic, historical and cultural characteristics to the product.

c) Agri-tourism is a unique opportunity where, instead of taking the product to the consumer, the consumer is brought to the product.  In this case the product is specifically associated with the geography, history and culture of the production area. To this end the economic research on agri-tourism will continue, the development of a GIS database of agri-tourism activities will be completed and will be verified. 

The new course in agri-tourism at the Elsenburg Agricultural College will again this year be available as a choice subject and agri-tourism will also be available as a curriculum at the Diploma-level from the beginning of the 2003 academic year. I also hope to bring to this house three draft bills concerning agricultural products of origin in the course of this year.

FOOD SAFETY

Another factor with a strong influence on the competitiveness of our producers is the issue of food safety.  There is no doubt that the State is the accepted custodian to render guarantees to the consumer on food safety issues.  Failure to do so is met with understandable severe retaliation from the public.  I need not to remind you that the outbreak of Mad Cow Disease in the UK resulted in complete chaos, and the contamination of poultry meat in Belgium resulted in the resignation of the Minister of Agriculture in Belgium and the Minister of Health in the Netherlands.

As indicated in the budget speech of Mr. Rasool, the facilitation and unlocking of the export potential of the Province, has been identified as priority areas. 

The majority of producers in the agricultural sector in the Western Cape are export orientated, which can be expected if one considers that the province contributes 55% - 60% to all agricultural exports of the country to the amount of more than R7 billion per annum.

The gross income of the animal production sector relative to the other agricultural commodities in the province is 32%, confirming the need for support from our Department to promote and facilitate their needs and interests.  However, failure to do so will result in the closing of export and marketing opportunities.  

May I remind you that the Strategic Plan for Agriculture of the National Department of Agriculture was specifically mentioned in the budget speech of Minister Manuel as a priority area.  The need to increase our international competitiveness is a key strategic focus of the Plan.  

The province is currently poorly positioned to meet the demands of our international trade partners.  

Recent inspections of the European Union have identified several defaults in the national certification and veterinary service delivery system to guarantee our animal products safe for export – especially in respect of the ostrich and dairy industries. 

We need to be pro-active by providing the needs and infrastructure to our officials to render the sanitary guarantees to our trade partners.  The most important being the establishment of an internationally acceptable animal disease surveillance and diagnostic system and a new and aggressive focus on issues related to the safety of food from animal origin. 

The province is in a position to set a standard that will be acceptable to our trade partners.  I therefore urge you to help to enable us doing just that.  We still have a long way to go in this regard, but to start the process I have increased the appropriation for veterinary services from R12.6m to R14.1m for the 2002/2003 financial year.

LANDBOU VAT PRODUSENTE AAN DIE HAND

Nog ‘n fokus met die bevordering van mededingendheid as doelwit is die lewering van tegnies-ekonomiese voorligtings- en ondersteuningsdienste aan alle vlakke van die landbousektor binne die provinsie.  

Tans word ongeveer 11 000 landbouprodusente (8 500 kommersieel en 2 500 kleinskaal) direk op plaasvlak bedien, terwyl ondersteuningsdienste ook op verskeie terreine gelewer word aan landboukoöperasies, agri-besighede, skole, nie-regeringsorganisasies en semi-stedelike landbouers.

Tegnologie-oordrag het as missie die bevordering van landbou-ontwikkeling deur die oorreding van produsente en ander hulpbrongebruikers tot die toepassing van ekonomies regverdigbare en omgewingsvriendelike boerderystelsels.  

Die voorligtingskomponent is egter heeltemal onderbeman en beskik tans slegs oor die dienste van tien landbouvoorligters en 11 tegnici wie hierdie omvangryke noodsaaklike diens aan al die landbouprodusente van die Provinsie moet lewer.  

Om hierdie probleem te begin regstel word die bewilliging vir hierdie diens met R1.5m verhoog.  Verder het ons geleer om slim te werk.  Meer as 80 toepaslike Info Paks is in Afrikaans, Engels en Xhosa saamgestel en is in geskrewe sowel as elektroniese formaat beskikbaar.

3.
BEWAAR ONS HULPBRONNE VIR DIE TOEKOMS

WATER – DIE LEWENSBLOED VAN DIE PROVINSIE

As Landbou die ruggraat van landelike ontwikkeling is, is water die beenmurg.  

Ontledings het aangetoon dat die waterverbruik van Kaapse Metropool binnekort die voorsiening vanuit die beskikbare waterbronne gaan oortref.  Kompetisie tussen die verskillende verbruikersektore om die beskikbare water gaan dus toeneem.  Die besproeiingsektor is verantwoordelik vir ongeveer 50% van totale huidige verbruik en moet dus betrokke raak by die vind van gebalanseerde oplossings.

In die lig van bogemelde faktore het die Departement pro-aktief opgetree en ‘n program geloods om die werklike waterverbruik deur besproeiing in die belangrikste sektore in die Wes-Kaap te bepaal en te bepaal hoe die waterverbruiksdoeltreffendheid verbeter kan word.  Die program is tans in vier gebiede aan die gang, nl. De Doorns (tafeldruiwe), Worcester (wyndruiwe), Ceres (pere) en Stellenbosch (pruime).

Die optimale waterbehoefte word in die program vir die verskillende areas bepaal en produsente bygestaan om hul waterverbruik te optimiseer en foute in hul besproeiingstelsels en skedulering uit te skakel.  

Die bevindinge van die navorsing gaan saamgevat word in riglyne wat algemeen beskikbaar gestel gaan word om produsente oor die hele Provinsie dieselfde ondersteuning te gee.  ‘n Totaal van R325 000 is bewillig vir hierdie projek vir die volgende jaar.

RESOURCE CONSERVATION

Eisenhower once remarked: “We must avoid the impulse to live only for today, plundering for our own ease and convenience, the precious resources of tomorrow”.

The conservation of the natural resources of the Western Cape is vital for the agriculture industry and all inhabitants of the Western Cape, who rely directly and indirectly on these resources.  The Department will also concentrate on the conservation of the soil resource, which is the precious foundation of this industry and the key to all life.

As wisely stated by an Indian Chief, Buffalo Tiger:

“You can’t make it.  You can’t buy it.  And when it’s gone it’s gone forever”.

The estimated loss of topsoil in South Africa is approximately 400 million tons per annum – surely, to say the least, a shocking figure for all of us.  The Western Cape is no exception to this degradation, which is as a result of the incorrect utilization of the plant, water and soil resources.  This alarming rate of erosion and large-scale degradation of this precious resource must be halted, brought under control and rebuilt to ensure the sustainable existence of our resource and inhabitants.

In order to rebuild, maintain and improve the natural resources by promoting efficient conservation practices to all land users the Chief Directorate of Agriculture will, in the coming year, focus on the execution of the Resource Conservation Act, as well as various pro-active resource conservation projects.

The Conservation Farming project is a new and successful method of utilising resources with great conservation and economical benefits. More emphasis will be placed on similar projects in the next year to strive for a greater impact.  

CONCLUSION

Madame Speaker, Premier and Colleagues, it now seems that my vision of an agricultural utopia is not so simple after all.  However, with the generous grant from the Province, we are determined to make a difference.  

INTRODUCTION

Dis vir my ‘n plesier om die begroting vir Toerisme aan u voor te lê. 

Die toerisme bedryf in die Wes-Kaap is ‘n reusebedryf, en ongelukkig sal die begroting nooit reg kan laat geskied aan die bedryf se reuse bydrae tot die BBP nie. Met die begroting wat wel aan toerisme toegeken is, word dit so effektief moontlik aangewend om werkskepping te bevorder.

In the Western Cape we have tried to gear our tourism industry towards focusing on fighting poverty. Whereas the tourism sector has been presented as a solution of our socio-economic problems in South Africa, we have to be careful of raising community expectations that they may all have interesting opportunities and attractions for tourists.

Whilst the tourism sector has been presented as a solution to our socio-economic problems in South Africa, we have to be careful not to raise community expectations and create dependency.  Our efforts are therefore geared towards creating sustainable, self reliant and developmental opportunities for communities.

WHITE PAPER ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION

Last year Cabinet approved the White Paper on Sustainable Tourism Development and Promotion. This document forms the framework within which tourism in this Province can develop over the next 10 years.

Focal programmes in this framework are the following: 

Convention Centre

Over the past 15 to 20 years, the market for meetings incentives, conferences and events experienced major international growth. However, the Western Cape has not been able to respond to this opportunity because we could not offer facilities of international standards. 

A capital payment of R85 million have been allocated for the Convention Centre. At present Sunwest contributes R140 million and the City of Cape Town R264 million. 

The Centre will position the Western Cape as a destination for global meetings, conventions and events, and a major opportunity to grow tourism. Due to open in July 2003, Convenco will be an important magnet to attract business tourists.

Convenco is an excellent example of tourism’s potential to fight poverty. The centre will offer opportunities to outsource and concession activities, which are not core to the management of a world-class convention centre. 

This will provide opportunities for Western Cape based businesses, especially those from previously marginalised communities, to operate in an international environment.

Daar word bereken dat Convenco oor die volgende 10 jaar R25-biljoen tot die Bruto Binnelandse Produk gaan bydra en in dieselfde tyd 47 000 direkte en indirekte werksgeleenthede gaan skep. 

In die nader toekoms verwag ons ‘n 1,86 % toename in oornagverblyf deur oorsese besoekers. 

Our contribution is indicative of our commitment to position the Western Cape as a world-class convention destination and improving our current rating as the 28th most popular global destination.

Integrated Tourism Development Framework

My department has for the first time finalised an integrated tourism development framework which will soon be presented to Cabinet for approval.  The framework is aimed at auditing existing tourism products, markets and infrastructure in the Western Cape. 

It will also assist in developing a vision, which will direct future tourism development in the province.  The end result is an integrated framework that will identify priority areas for tourism development and associated tourism products and support infrastructure. Most importantly, it will identify key interventions, resource implications and institutional roles and responsibilities needed for implementation.

What is important about the framework is that it provides direction and the basis for government actions and intervention.

In the next financial year the department will focus on four areas to grow the Western Cape’s tourism potential: the Foreshore, the Cape Flats, Cape Agulhas and the South Cape.   We have set aside R200 000 per region to assist them in providing leadership and implementing help desk and support programmes.

It is important to note that the success of this framework depends on close co-operation with other departments and I trust that we will take hands to help tourism reach its full potential.

Road Signage Framework

‘n Mens hoor dikwels van oorde en toerisme plekke wat kla dat hulle probleme het om aanwysborde opgerig te kry. Dit spreek tog vanself dat provinsiale regering nie kan toelaat dat aanwysborde oral oor paaie na goeddunke opgerig word nie. Dit sal die Wes-Kaap soos Las Vegas laat lyk. 

Om hierdie rede het die departement ‘n raamwerk ontwikkel om toerisme fasiliteite aan te dui. Die raamwerk sal die amptelike beleidsdokument vir die Provinsie wees. 

Die fokus vir volgende jaar sal wees om die inhoud van die beleid te kommunikeer en in twee loodsareas, naamlik Roete 62 en die Weskus te implementeer. Die berekende koste van implementering is R2 miljoen. Ons sal met Tak: Vervoer saamwerk om hierdie taak uit te voer. 

Human Resources Development Framework

We have allocated R395 000 to the development of a framework to grow our human resources in tourism. The end result of this framework would be a strategy to direct future training and human resource development in tourism.

Registration Bill

A mandatory business registration act will in the near future be introduced to Cabinet which would compel all tourism businesses and information centres to register.  This will ensure that operating tourism businesses adhere to minimum standards related to safety, hygiene, health and truthful advertising.  

This will also assist in creating a fair and predictable business environment and channels for consumer feedback.  Most importantly, it will allow government to monitor the supply factor of the industry.  We will be able to monitor whether tourism is growing or declining from the supply point of view.

Veiligheid en sekuriteit 

Speaker, die belang van die veiligheid van ons Provinsie word gereeld in hierdie huis debatteer. Ek hoef nie een van u te vertel dat ‘n toeris ‘n bestemming kies op grond van die veiligheid van die bestemming nie. 

Ons het ‘n provinsiale veiligheidsforum waarby al die toerisme belangegroepe betrokke is. Die forum fokus op die kommunikasie rondom hierdie vraagstuk van veiligheid. 

The department is ook besig om saam met die SAPS ‘n program te ontwikkel om slagoffers te ondersteun, onder meer deur vrywilliger tolke. Deel van die projek is om gemeenskappe bewus te maak van die belangrikheid van toerisme vir ekonomiese groei. 

Hiervoor het ons R100 000 begroot. 

Registration of Tourist Guides

Branch: Tourism has committed itself to register and manage tourist guides, with the intention of raising the profile of tourist guiding as a career. Another challenge would be to transform the sector so that it becomes representative of the population of the Western Cape. We have allocated R200 000 for tourist guiding.
Joint Marketing Initiative (JMI)

This initiative is aimed at joining the fragmented forces of the Province with the City and local government in the effort to increase tourism, trade and investment to the Cape.  The JMI will synchronise marketing efforts in the province in the following sectors: 

· Films

· Events

· Trade

· Tourism

· Investment

The Branch: Tourism is working on a Joint Marketing Bill that will cease the existence of current institutions and will be replaced by a partner-based institute, at present known as the JMI. I have allocated an amount of R4, 928 million for this initiative that will change the face of Western Cape tourism. 

Western Cape Tourism Board 

Branch: Tourism will fund the Western Cape Tourism Board with R6,34 million to co-ordinating province’s current marketing efforts. Once the JMI is in place, the Board will become part of the JMI and their role will change. 

Craft

In order to encourage artists and craft makers to practice their skills and sell it to tourists, the Cape Craft and Design Institute has been established in joint cooperation between the Province, Cape Technikon and National government. This sector is particularly important for women in rural and township areas. 

An amount of R200 000 was allocated to set up the institute. We committed an amount of R250 000 for the next three years. In addition we have allocated R200 000 for two pilot craft projects in Khayelitsha and George (CSIR).  Our intention is to turn these pilot projects into serious business opportunities.

Other initiatives

We allocated an amount of R150 000 to assist with the development of the Sir Lowry’s Pass Tourism Project which involves the development of: the train station, craft workshop, restaurant and amphi-theatre. At present we support a similar initiative at Bot River station. The overall idea is to link these two stations with a choo-choo train, similar to the Knysna–George concept. Partners in the project include Transnet Heritage Museum, Spoornet, Arabella Hotels, Helderberg Municipality and local farmers and communities. 

I also wish to announce the tourism help desk concept which is aimed at decentralising support for small businesses in tourism.  This has been accepted by our counter parts in the Unicity, West Coast District Municipality, Drakenstein and Stellenbosch Municipalities and in the South Cape.

The tourist Help Desk Agents will assist emerging tourism businesses with financial planning and business skills.

All in all, my department has increased project funding from R1.7 million to R3 million for the next financial year.

Communication

Last, but definitely not least, without thorough communication and co-operation between all the relevant role players, tourism will stand on shaky legs.  I believe that the various tourism authorities must speak from one mouth and complement each others’ efforts.  It is for this reason that I propose the establishment of a Ministerial Tourism Forum which will allow me to meet with executive chairpersons at district and municipal level to discuss tourism strategy issues.

IN CLOSING

I want to stress the fact that the success of tourism and it’s strategies depends on the strength of the co-ordination between several provincial departments.  I rely on your goodwill.

There is no doubt that tourism offers our best opportunity for economic and employment growth over the next decade. In fighting poverty, tourism development must play a critical role in supporting the Constitution’s commitment to improving the quality of life of all citizens, while protecting the natural environment for the benefit of present and future generations. 
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Sonder die getroue ondersteuning van ‘n groot groep mense, kan ‘n begroting ook nie tot sy reg kom nie.  
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ENDS
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