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Agriculture and Tourism join hands

A second course in Agritourism recently started at the Elsenburg College of Agriculture, which resorts under the Western Cape Department of Agriculture.  This year sees a 100% increase in enrolled students, as the number increased from 36 to 72 students, which bodes well for the future of agriculture and tourism in the Western Cape.  The course focuses on the development and marketing sides of Agritourism, with emphasis on the role and value of tourism as an economic sector locally and internationally, as well as the ecological, financial and social side of ventures.

Students are expected to complete practical assignments, which are then discussed in class in order to promote the sharing of experience.  Environmental scanning, budgets, and break-even points are some of the issues that have to be covered in the assignments.  Other role-players and successful case studies contribute to a hands-on learning experience, which are not to be found in textbooks.  The Elsenburg College of Agriculture also has a Diploma in Agriculture available to students who are interested to focus their studies on Agritourism.
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