DIGGING 11 Builders hard at work on the Chapman’s Peak toll
plaza, which is going ahead despite objections from several
Prctune: DA RACHE
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Chappies to]l plaza won 't harm environment, says Carhsle

NONTANDO HPOSO
Staff Reporter

'THE NEW toll plaza on Chap-
man's Peak Drive would have
Little or no major effect on the
environment, Transport and
Public Works MEC Robin
Carlisle said yesterday.

This comes after concerns
were raised by the the Civil
Rights Action Group (Crag).
one of the groups opposing the
plaza. Co-ordinator ‘Terry
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said yesterday that they
wefe ctmcerned that ‘the
project would neg-

atmaly affect the environment.
“They are going through
with a concept that was

desxgnedwﬂﬂyearsagothat o

will impdct badly on the envi-
ronment while they shoald be
leoking into new modern ideas
that will preserve our sacred
mountains,” said Wyner. .
Yesterday. the construction
of the toll rpad- cpntinued
despite mimerstis protests by
virious groups and residents
over the past few weelts,
. Carlisle said this week that

. the project was set to be apera-
' tional by Easter next year

Abuilder who didn't wish to

be named said they had been.

waiting six months to start
bullding the toll plaza.

“Soon the public will have a
nice landscape viewing point
where they can come to enjoy
the view"”

Carlisle said the provincial

«government consulted numer-
ous environmentalists over
eight years who found the plaza
would have little effect on the
environment.

"The fact that R180 billion

was spent to build the current
pass is hardly eco-friendly.”
Hout Bay Residents’ Associ-
ation chairman Len Swimmer
sald they would be filing a law-
suit against the provincial gov-
ernment because of the plaza.
Research by Crag's lawyers
on possible interdict action
would be ready in two days.
Wwyner said the plaza wonld
restrict access to certain picnic
traiis that are there for “people
whe don’t have green grass on

that money to build hospit:
for the people of Im

Carlisle sald the free
pags would ‘remain in p
pravided the plaza project qut
ahead as planned.

‘**The operational costs gen-
erated by the toll will cover the
expenses of the free day pass.”

nantande.mposo@int.co.za
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Cape Town offers citizens a ticket to ride

Department urges other cities to follow metro’s lead in rolling out electronic fare collection system

BRONWYNNE JOOSTE
Wigtro Writer

THE NATIONAL Department
of Transport has described
Cape Town's electronic fare col-
lection system as “ground-
breaking” and urged other
cities to follow the metro's lead.

Public transport hias been
high on the agenda in Cape
‘Town in the past few days. On
Friday a task team was formed
to streamtine services in the
city. One of the team’s biggest
goals will be to help commuters
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-hard hit by Metrorail delays

and cancellations.

At a media briefing yester-
day, the national Department of
Transport said Cape Town was
the first city in the country to
meet the regulations set out in
the department’s plan for auto-
mated fare collection.

The myconnect card is the

first step in a system which will
eventually allow it to be used
for parking and even groceries.
The MyCiti myconnect card
was launched at the end
of November and more than
13 000 cards have been sald.
Among those at the briefing
were Ibrahim Seedat, the direc-
tor of the national' depart-
ment’s public transport net-
work . development, Brett
Herron, the mayoral committee

{(Mayco) member for transport;

roads and stormwater, Slmon
Just, Absa consumer cards

head, and Sindi Ncala, ICT-
‘Works chief executive officer.

Absa and ICT-Works operate
the card, dealing with payment
methods and technology.

Seedat said Cape Town was
the first city to meet the auto-
mated fare collectlon regula-
tions the national department
put out in June last year "It's
ground-breaking given that the
regulations were only promul.
gated in June last year Cape
‘Town is ahead of the 11 citles
that we fund.”

He said the city's proyess

would put pressure on other
reglons to “start accelerating
the roll-out”.

Cities have until June 2016
to comply with the regnlations,

Seedat said the city was get-
ting the pace for other coun-
tries. "Cape Town is one of the
first to have a pre-paid travel
pass systemn, Cape Town is one
:hf the citles starting to pioneer

is.”

What set it apart was that it
was one of the first “pre-paid
anonyrous cards”. This meant
commuters would not have to

81 in all their details when
Buying the card.

Just said a "micro serial”
was placed in the plastic card
which communicated with the
validation gystems m the
machine.

Seedat said the city had
driven a “hard bargain” with
Absa during its negotiations.
The plan was to expand the
service to retail stores and
develop bulk packages whoere
comumuters could buy weekly
or monthly credits.

Herron released a statement

yesterday on a task ieam to
improve public transport.

Transport MEC Robin Carlisle’

called & meeting on Friday to
set up the team. It comprises
the city, which will chalr it,
Metrorail, the. provineial
department of transport, the
Cape Chamber of Commnerce,
the ‘Golden Arrgw Bus Ser-
vices, and the SA Taxi Comnedl,

Herron sald Metrorail was
“undergeing a very severe cri-
5is”. Slnce November there
were T3 train cancellations and
more than 2 500 delays.

The team would lodk at
ways of providing additional
transport. when Metrorail or
other operators experienced
problems.

“Over the past month and
particularly last week, we have
seent train commuters bejng
unfairly Inconvenienced by
criminal acts of vandalism.

“As a caring city and a
responsible parmer in the pub-
lic transport sector, we must
have a plan’ in place go we can

‘come to their assistance.”

bronwynne jooste@inl.coza



880 Cape pupils still
looking for a school

ILSE FREDERICKS
Education Writer

THREE weeks after the start of
the school year, officials are
still trying to place 880 pupils.
“There has been an increase
in new arrivals since last
week,” said Paddy Attwell,
spokesman for the Western
Cape Education Department.
The metropole south educa-
tion district was trying to place

632 pupils, the largest concen-.

tration in one district.

In the metropole east educa-.

tion district, officials were
heiping 161 pupils yesterday
morning - and mere arrived
later.

“The Helderberg basin is
the main pressure point in the
district, especizlly around Gor-
dons Bay and Somerseét West,”
said Attwell. :

Kuils River had also seen an
influx of pupils.

Attwell said Rouxville Pn
mary, a new school in Kuils
River, had helped to absorb
many of the new arrivals.

Officials in the metropole
‘north education distriet were
trying to place 86 pupils,

Attwell said the main rea-

. 1
son for the late enrolinents was
migration to the Western Cape.
Thobani Nonduna, who has
to start Grade 8 this year, said
he was hoping to be placed ina

- school by Monday, He has not

attended any classes this year
Thobani said he had been
absent when his primary

-school handed out application

forms for high school. .
" When he returned to school
and asked about the forms, he
was told to pay a R600 registra-
tion fee, which his mother
couldn’t afford.
. His inother, Mandisa Non-
duna, said a Kraaifontein high
school, where she wanted to
enrol Thobani, had toid her to
return on Monday.

Wallacedene resident Nora
Tafafeni, who runs Noral's
Rehab Centre, said four pupils
who had not yet been placed
were being cared for at the
centre during the day,

Attwell said schools were

enrolling pupils temporarily,.

subject to parents prowdmg
the relevant documents. -
Parents who need assis-
tance with enrolment can con-
tact08002_005060r0861923322
’ |Ise fredericks@int. .28

CAPE ARGUS

1 FEBRUARY 2012, P.4




A last chance
for Chappies

OR ALL the passion in the opposition to the
controversial Chapman’s Peak office com-
~ 7 plex and toll plaza, it is clear that the scope
for political or any other action in this
sorry saga is limited. ,

Tt is ironic that the Democratic Alliance adminis-
tration in the Western Cape - and, in particular,
provincial minister Robin Carlisle — should find
themselves in the ﬁrlng line over this poorly con-
ceived development since the deal was crafted,
signed and sealed by their predecessors in the ANC
about a decade aigo.

The record clearly suggests that Carlisle, having
inherited a poisoned chalice, has improved the situ-
ation by recrafting a contract which is less onerous
on the province, and taxpayers.
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Equally, the ANC doubﬂels.s acted in good faith in
terms of then new legislation intended to promote
private-public partnerships, but was almost certain-
ly contractually outmanoeuvred. '

The upshot - realistically - is that we are proba-
bly stuck with the toll road and all that goes with it
for now, or, rather, for the duration of the 30-year
contract.

It is a bitter pill to 'swa]low,\ especially when the
scale and cost of the new toll plaza (the provinee’s -
or public’s —share is R25 million) are still dispropor-
tionate to need and desirability.

Perhaps, though, there is still scope to extract fur-.
ther improvements; the Table Mountain National
Park land transfer still has to be approved by Parlia-
ment.

Even if the office block does not appear to be the
monstrosity some people are making it out to be, the
outstanding approval required for the land transfer
might provide a final opportunity to revise the de-
sign so that the end result is less intrusive, and
cheaper. We should grab it.




Citizens have lost faith in policing

Reported crime doesn’t tell the true story of lawlessness and violence in our society, write Joel Bregman and Angy Peter

ECENT claims that Cape

J Town is cne of the most vie-

lent cities in the world and

. W the most violent in SA have

‘bean criticised by Western Cape Pre-

mier Helen Zille (“First tackle the
causes of viclence”, January 24).

Mexico’s Citizen's Council for

Public Safety and Criminal Justice

based thess findings on cross-coun-

try comparisons of murder statis-
ties. Zille f8 right to- duestion the
validity of these claims. Comparing
murder rates between countries is

and erimihal Justice system, and
definitions of homicide.

However, -her clabm that the
homielde rate is niot the best indica-
tor of violent ciime levels within SA
— and that we should instead rely on
ageravated robbety - ‘needs w be
interrogated.

. In contrast to Zl]les claims,
ex‘pertshavelongheldthathommde
is the érime most likely to be
recordéd -and therefore that the
homicideate is‘the least imperfect
toolm whid:thmeaaum viclent

the most. consistént,_ i.i:d

mcreasesanddmmgmcrhn'e" :
{pilike homicide, aggravated rob- . |

" bary - apmp&‘l,grelatedcrime is

not always: z‘epouedan&mordad'

This is
Poor,

aply -prevalent in
ties.

comfhunity -haged . organisation
working in Khmutsha‘s informal
settlements, advogating for ‘safer
comnunities as part of our Justice
for All'tampaign. We tiave recorded
examjiles . where residents are
turned away from police stations
when trying to open a case.

There are thrée faln factor's con-
tributing ;u under- reporting of
cases and non- of a crime
such as aggravated robbery

First, poor people have little to
benefit frem reporting property-
related rime Since they are gener-
ally unableto affird insurance.

woﬂdng—chsamm\mi
TheSbcialJusuee‘Cnalmoniu‘

POINTLESS EKERCISE To the degru that the police ancl the criminal justice sysl:em are'failing to perform their duhes. they t00 are compliclt for contributing to an environment in which
people lack faith that they will be protactad, justice will be dispensed and criminals can operate with impunity, the writers say.

Second, the lack of faith in police
and the eriminal justice system to
investigate, find, charge and prose-
cute criminals translates into a sita-
ation where people feel they are
wasting their time reperting such
crimes and do not even go to a police
station to try to do so. .

Third, when victlms atternpt to
report a case, they are sometimes
prevented from doing so by police.
Given that police stations in high-
crime areas are often under-
resourced, police concentrate on
“pricrity crimes”, They do not
always give sufficient attention to

- what are deerned lesser crimes, and

thosa they believe have little chance
of belng solved. Cabinet’s decision
in 2004 to set the police a goal of an
annual overall crime reduction of
between 7 and 10percent has also
affected police’s willingness to
record crimes for fear of missing
this target.

The premier fails to mention that
crime is spread unevenly and is
often heavily burdened on poor and
working-class communities. A 2008
report released by the City of Cape
Town fourid that within the jurisdie-
tion of the city, five of the 58 police

#

districts - Nyanga, Harare, Kbayelit-
sha, Gugulethu and Delft/Belhar -
accounted for over 44 percent of
homicides. These statistics indicate
that the Cape Flats bears the brunt
of homicldes in the city Similar
trends are apparent in cities across
the country.

Zille gingles out drugs and alco-
hol as the primary drivers of crime
stating that, “an estimated 80 per-
cent of all violent critoes are fuelled
by aleohol and drugs”. 8he mentions
initiatives introduced by the West-

ern Cape government to curb sub-

stance abuse, Such programmes are

welecomed. The contribution of alco-
hol and drugs to violent crimes and
the overall negative effects they can
have on gociety 13 well recognised,
However, by positioning crime as
an issue largely attributable to
drugs and aleche], its multifaceted
nature is lgnored. Poverty, the avail-
ability of weapons, lack of after-
*school care, poor infrastructure
such as Inadequate area lighting ete
alf contribute to high crime levels.
Furthermore, the premier does
not mention two of the key obstacles
hindering the provision of safety in
8A. - the failures of both the police
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and criminal justice system. She
writes that a high percentage of
homicides occur in the home and
between people who know one
another, and that this is therefore a
crime that is “impossible to police”.

Of course, police cannot be
everywhere all the time. However; to
the degree that the police and the
criminal justice system are falling to
perform their duties, they too are
complicit for contributing to an
environment in which people lack
faith that they will be protected, jus-
tice will be dispensed and criminals
can operate-with Impunity.

Despite a national decline in ley-
els of homicids, Khayelitsha has
experienced increases over the past
few years. It also has high levels of
other vidlent crimes such as sexual
assault. Monitoring criminal cases
at Ehayelitsha Magistrate’s Court,
we have witnessed dockets being
lost, victims and famnilies not kept
informed of the progress of their
cases, suspects being granted bail
when they should hot be, and cases
taking years to be concluded.

Given these circwmstances, the
8JC and a number of Khayelitsha-
based civil soclety organisations
lodged a formal complaint on
Novernber 28, 2011 with Zille in
terms 6f Section 206(5) of the consti-
tution. We requested she appoint a
commission of inquiry to investi-
gate the continued and systemic fail-
ures of the Khayelitsha police
{including SAPS and Cape Town
metropolitan police) and the arimi.
nal justice system serving the com-
munity, including the National Pros-
ecuting Authority, the Department
of Correctional Services and the
Khayelitcsha Magistrate’s Court.

‘While we recognise that there are
many hard-working and dedicated
people working in this sector, the
evidence cannot be ignored. :

Zille inftialty welcomed this com-
plaint and is due to respond shortly
following legal advice and consulta-
tion with stakeholders,

- Crime cannot be successfully
addressed by focusing on a single
contributing factor It is a complex
issue that needs to be approached
holistically; with a range of inter-
ventions. Social crime prevention
strategies and a functional and
ttusted police service and criminal
justice system are an mtegral part
of this.

Sendor leaders in government
must be aware that their statements
have a direct influence on policy and
Implementation and must therefore
be well-informed and honest about
the challenges we face. Employing
statistics thet paint a more positive
situation of crime levels, in contra-
diction of international best prac.
tice, simply distracts us from the
extent and scope of the problem.

®.Joel Bregman Is a researcher
and Angy Peter is a community
linison officer ar the Social Mtzce
Coalition.
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- LYNMNETTE JOHNS
Business Wiiter

DUTCH-based shipping com-
pany Unjversal Africa Lines
{UAL}, which pulled the plug on
a multimillion-rand invest-
ment at the Saldanha Port, is
reconsidering the move after a

" meeting with Transnet.
UAL pulled out of the deal
after it said the Transnet

National Ports Autherity had -

dragged its heels in agreeing to
repair a harbour wall, one of
the provises which would have
led to finalising of the lease.
The company will now make
a decision within weeks, but it
will be based on whether the
TNPA will hold true to its prom-
ises of improving facilities.
UAL planned fo spend mil-
Yions of rand on the cil and gas

shipping supply hub, which
would serve the shipping line's
interests up the Aftrican west
and east coasts.

The planned hub is a har-
bour area at Saldanha which is
devoted to the loading, offload-
ing and repair of equipment
#nd ships.

Yesterday the Transnet
National Ports Authority chief
executive, Tau Morwe, blamed
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the hold-up on environmentéil
jmpact assessments dnd con-.
struction delays and sald UAL's -

decision was “regrétied”,
UAL chairman Roger Jung-

blut said yésterday that they

had decided to withdraw after
16 months of negotiations had
come to mothing, but, after

meetings with TNPA, they.
w’.lthdravm and is reconsider-

were now reconsidering.

“The UAL group has 37"

[

' yadrs"experieno,e in the indus-

“try apd based on:thi§ we know

thattecisions have to be taken

. mthm a short pertod of time,
".gerving the ‘oil anid gasoffshore

‘industry and, as';a result, UAL

-could not - deliver to the
industry. as anfiojpated when

negoﬂatmns originally started.
“Tt is correet. that UAL has

ihg their developinent depend-

ing on TNFPA promises to
{mprove facilities.”
Provincial Finance MEC
Alan Winde has welcomed
“Iransnet's commitment to
-speedily resolving the issue.
- The Cape Chamber of
Commerce and Industry presi-
dent, Michael Bagraim, said he

.was delighted that the ports

authority and UAL would
reconsider their plans.

Morwe sald UAL would
inform them of their final deci-
sion within two weeks. ’

Morwe said: “From the out-
set, TNPA had indicated the
anticipated delays in concluding
the agreement. EIA approvals —
these are out of TNPA's coriirol -
and construction time frames
had the potential of drawing out
the implementation of the
vroject.”



